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Dear Municipal Clerk, 

I have lived in the Bow Valley for 15 years. Like many others, I came for just a year, which quickly and inevitably turned out to be a lifetime 
commitment once I experienced the beauty of the unique lifestyle offered by nature.  

After so many years in Canmore, climbing, skiing, backpacking every week as much as my body could take, every now and then I catch myself 
chuckling at tourists taking photos of ground squirrels or elk in the town. But I grew up in a big city in Japan, and deep down I still understand, 
that some of us really have never seen those animals in their life, not to mention bears, cougars, or wolves. Back then, I went to the mountain 
once a month at the most, reached by over two hours of train or bus ride, battling through the intense traffic and crowd.  

How lucky, how special is our life that we take it for granted in Canmore? Do we really understand the value of it fully? Are we even grasping 
the significance of what we might potentially lose forever?  

Here is a little fact about myself. I manage a little hotel in Canmore, where we take pride in being an eco-friendly and community oriented local 
business. I lead yoga classes (prior to Covid-19) at town municipal facilities, where my main goal is to connect people to nature, something 
great and bigger than us. One thing not well known about me is that I have a bachelor degree in Forest Science so the health of natural 
resources has always been one of my top concerns. With my partner, we own a condo in town, we live and work full time, and hope to start a 
new little family in the near future.  

As a full time citizen of Canmore, I have to bring my voice of concern to the latest development proposed by TSMV. 

I am not completely opposed to development. Carefully monitored and managed development around Three Sister area, I believe, can bring a 
healthy economy and growth to this little mountain town. However, pushing beyond the existing Urban Growth Boundary, filling the ground with 
hundreds of houses where no one can possibly know where the hidden and slow migration of mined voids may lay, and pinching an already 
limited Wildlife Corridor to the point of being non-functional, is absolute greed, and unacceptable.  

Ten years from now, what would I tell my kid, when he/she ask me, why we don’t see bears or wolves around town anymore? Would they be 
surprised to hear that we used to? If I witness the decreasing population of Grizzly Bears that we are so fortunate to live amongst, can I face 
my reflection in a mirror without regret, that I didn’t act, I didn’t rise my voice? My happiness, my lifestyle, my future, I owe to nature. And I also 
owe it to the generation yet to come. For that matter, we all do, don’t we?  

Please, be firm and brave, to keep the established Wildlife Corridor untouched and unaffected by the new development. 

Please, be firm and brave, to keep abundant Stewart Creek Golf course area as it is, as a buffer zone for wildlife. 

I will finish my submission with a little poem, for poetry has been my clearest, strongest (and fun) tool to bring my voice forward lately. 

I trust your judgement to make the right decision for the future of Canmore. Thank you so much for your time, consideration, energy, and love 
for Canmore.  

Sincerely yours, 
Sachi Aida  

Elk on the Highway 

Oh no!  
Watch out! 

Elk on the highway! 
Give way 
Give way, 

for this has been their way 
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I guess not our way is always the highway 
bow and hold the door 
you shall pass all right. 

 
Oh dear, 

mind your business, 
human 

we are just checking our afternoon nap spot. 
 

Find your way 
Find your way, 

human 
this is our way 

this is our history 
honestly,  

you are noisy, naughty, uninvited guests to  
our wilderness peace walk 

but if you let us pass through this way, 
we may approve you as our neighbour for now 

wait for our council. 
 

So, 
sort your way 

change your way, 
human, 

make your way 
greener way 
cleaner way 

and perhaps,  
you shall join our earth walk. 

 
Says Elk on the highway, 

chasing their vanishing hideaway. 
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