
Good Afternoon, Mayor Borrowman and councilors. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak today regarding Bylaws 2021-05 and 
2021-06. I know I speak on behalf of everyone in the Bow Valley to say thank 
you for all your time and efforts with this very important decision. 
 
My name is Bob Aishford. My wife and I have lived in Canmore for almost 35 
years and raised one son here.  
 
I had not intended to speak regarding this TSMV Area Structure Plan, 
however, on the weekend I was talking with a very intelligent person that 
starting me thinking. I give my wife Jeanette full credit for reminding me of 
this possible solution. 
 
While I have been extremely impressed with all the presenters and their 
professionalism and knowledge, very few of them have offered a solution. 
 
Undermining issues are extremely important as are wildlife corridors, 
transportation issues and over populating. All of these have been addressed 
by several presenters, so I will not mention them again. 
 
However, I do want to offer a solution. 
 
As a long time real estate professional in our Bow Valley, I have always tried 
to find a compromise in any negotiating. One question I like to ask is why? 
 
It is my understanding that the partners behind the Three Sisters 
Development Group are very wealthy business people. They have earned 
their wealth. Good for them. 
 
One of my WHY’s is … why is Don Taylor and his Three Sister group still so 
adamant in building housing for another 15,000+ people? There must be 
more than money involved. 
 



Getting back to my wife Jeanette’s involvement, she reminded me on the 
weekend that recently we purchased an acre from the Glenbow Ranch 
Provincial Park “Steward an Acre” legacy initiative. 
 
I know you have heard the following sentiments over and over again in the 
past week, but I want to reiterate what the Glenbow program says on their 
web site. … “Protect the Place you Love.”  
 
  “Our most valuable assets are the land we live on, the air we 
breathe, the water we drink. These are irreplaceable natural ecosystems. 
They are the lifeblood of our region, supporting vast, interconnected 
ecosystems that are increasingly fragmented or lost entirely to development 
and human activity.” 
 
“Native prairie grassland and parkland are among the fastest disappearing 
wildlife habitats on the planet, and the rate of habitat loss is at an all-time 
high. This deprives wildlife of the essentials for survival and takes away the 
opportunity for people to enjoy all the natural beauty our province has to 
offer.” 
 
What if the Three Sisters partners were approached with the idea of 
developing a Environmental Conservation Trust like Ducks Unlimited - in their 
name of course, but as an ongoing legacy for wildlife and a day use park area. 
Maybe even another lake could be built. 
 
If the current ASP does not pass second reading and the Three Sisters group is 
not interested in participating in an Environmental Conservation Trust, I 
suggest a program like we see just east of Cochrane, and many other, for that 
matter. Funds would be raised from philanthropic people - large and small 
donations. People that believe in our dreams to preserve these lands. 
 
I saw in yesterday Rocky Mountain Today update the headline “Canmore 
council not interested in acquiring conservation lands near Eagle Terrace. 
 



With my proposal for the Three Sisters Lands,  the purchase would be as an 
independent trust and administered by a Board of Directors outside of our 
Canmore Town Council. This land purchase would not be a financial burden to 
any tax payer that did not want to contribute. I would think there could be 
several benefits to the Three Sisters  group – both financially with a charitable 
tax receipt as well as a long term legacy to their involvement in our 
community. 
 
We have seen efforts over our 35 years here in the Bow Valley where 
individuals have stepped up - such as the Banff Centre or Shaw Amphitheatre, 
and just recently, a Banff Foundation stepped up with a very large donation 
for a new pedestrian bridge over the Bow River. Donations large and small 
would be accepted. 
 
 
Council has had an unprecedented response from concerned people over this 
ASP application. The decision they have to make now will not be easy, but it is 
clear we need to find a solution.  
 
I know my solution can be achieved.  As well, all participants will feel a sense 
or community and positive involvement. 
 
Thanks you for your time.  
 
 
 
 
 


