
To Mayor John Borrowman and Canmore Councilors, 
 
 
Please accept this letter as my opposition to Bylaw 2021-05 and Bylaw 2021-06. 
 
I am opposed to both ASPs presented by TSMV because I think we need to do better for the wildlife that use this 
corridor and the area that is a wildlife conservation area.  
 
I read tonight in the RMO that TSMV is “not open to making further amendments to the Provincially approved 
wildlife corridor, nor will they consider a no development position”. 
 
Canmore prides itself on co-existing with our wildlife.  Other communities look to us as leaders in how to do this.  
Minimizing the corridor, developing in a conservation area, moving the wildlife underpass and fencing the wildlife 
out is not the way we should be treating this part of our community.  We are making the animals adapt to us when 
we have the power to do the right thing and adapt to the animals.  Protecting the local wildlife is a core value of our 
community.  If Canmore cannot get the wildlife corridor right, how can we expect other communities that face the 
same issue to go Above and Beyond and get it right in their respective communities.   
 
I was curious about how well the fencing works and googled fencing in Banff National Park.  It brought up the Town 
of Banff’s idea to fence in their recreation area.  Here are some of the comments reported in an RMO article that 
struck me as interesting: 

o Parks Canada has long indicated more support for spot fencing certain areas such as playgrounds over 
fencing the entire site, noting wildlife movements is already constricted by the highway and townsite. 

o Sheila Luey, Parks Canada’s land use and planning manager for Banff National Park, said Parks Canada 
would not support fencing of the site as a whole, noting fencing would affect wildlife movement. 

o “The benefits outweigh the detriment when fencing is used selectively around playgrounds where there 
are lots of ropes and things for antlered wildlife to get into, or a little kid to run up and surprise an elk. 
Those are the areas for the greatest potential conflict.” 

o “It will then undergo environmental assessment review, then a decision will be made.” 
 
It turns out the decision made was to NOT proceed with fencing in the recreation area.  The animals being protected 
by Parks Canada are the very same animals using Canmore’s Wildlife Corridor.  Should we not be showing the same 
respect and follow suit. Should we not be listening to Parks Canada who have been caretakers to these animals for 
many decades more than any scientist hired by TSMV.  You must listen to the people whose only benefit to 
opposing these ASPs is the protection of the animals.  
 
There is also the concern of maintenance with the fencing.  One only needs to binge watch Yellowstone to get a 
pretty good idea of what can go wrong with fencing.  John Marriott just recently posted a video on his Facebook 
page of a bighorn sheep with his antlers caught up in a fence that had to be cut loose.  The Town of Canmore will be 
paying for this and who will be getting the animals that breach the fence out of the fenced in area?  This seems very 
problematic to me.   
 
So how do we get TSMV to be more open to making further amendments to the Provincially approved wildlife 
corridor – we vote to turn down the ASPs and tell them that Canmore needs to do better.   
 
Respectfully,   
Cindy Ansley,  
Canmore 


