
TSMV Public Hearing 
 

Hi, thank you Mayor and councillors for allowing me to present today. 
My name is Martin Armitage and I have been a property owner since 
2002 and live in the Homesteads area. I am speaking today to express 
my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Village development 
proposal and the two ASP’s. Yes, I have looked at both ASP’s for Three 
Sisters Village and Smith Creek. 
 
A bit about my background, I’m a retired geologist/geophysicist that 
worked in the Canadian Oil Industry in Calgary for 31 years. With a long 
career in the Canadian Oil industry I have experience working across 

BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan and a short term in NWT and Beaufort Sea. 
During the last 5 years of my career I was fortunate to be involved with 
mentoring young Geologists, Geophysicists and Engineers in the early 
part of their career. Part of that mentoring involved leading field trips 
to “look at the rocks” as a learning tool for what we explored 
underground and several of these field trips had stops in Canmore, 
specifically one location was to look at the highly deformed rock at the 
“T” intersection of Three Sisters Drive and Highway 742. This complex 
outcrop with faults, folded, highly fractured and overturned strata was 
very effective tool for teaching young professionals how complex 
geology can be in the front ranges of the Canadian Rockies. This 
outcrop was also the location Gerry Stevenson ran his “Canmore 
Museum Mine Tours” and Ben Gadd has produced work you can 
download from the internet; plus some of you on council may have 
driven by seeing one of Gerry’s tours or the company I worked for with 
several people holding clip boards, camera’s and rock hammers and 
madly drawing the structures they were observing.  
 
The point of telling you this is that I have a knowledge base regarding 
the geology in Western Canada and specifically the Canmore area and 



hence the area where TSMV ASP’s are proposed. I am familiar with the 
collapse at Dyrgas Gate in 2010 as well as the Three Sisters Drive 
collapse in 2004. This collapse on Three Sisters Drive was apparently 
mitigated however, it is clear that the word “mitigated” does not mean 
safe from collapse. I have viewed the presentations of the proposal to 
use flyash as a substance to make a paste to mitigate some of the 
mined areas. I spoke with two engineers that told me that flyash 
cement is a cheap product that I suspect none of us would want our 
homes or town infrastructure built over top of mines mitigated with 
this product. 
 
Living in Canmore for years I cross Three Sisters Drive at the Carey 

intersection and hike or mountain bike in the forest between the 
Canmore Nordic Centre, Highline Trail, Lawrence Grassi development 
and Three Sisters Drive, and over the years I have noticed several 
collapses from underground mining in the area, some are fenced off 
while others are not, and this area has been mined less than the area 
proposed for development by TSMV!  
 
With this knowledge and observations I cannot support the proposed 
ASP’s by TSMV or know how the town of Canmore can consider 
approval knowing the  risk of accepting enormous liability for taxpayers 
and property owners in Canmore by approving the ASP’s as proposed. 
No building or any infrastructure such as roads, sewers or pipelines 
should be permitted over the abandoned golf course due to the large 
amount of undermining in this area. I’m also not in favour of reducing 
the wildlife corridors in both ASP’s as we already have too much 
conflict with animals in the Bow Valley and they need space to live and 
room to move.  
 
Please vote NO to Area Structure Plan Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 
proposed by TSMV! Thank you for listening to me! 
 



 


