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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

To the Municipal Clerk, Mayor and Town Council Members, I would like to express my concerns to you about 
the Three Sisters Mountain Village area structure plan. The gentrification of this town over the past couple of 
decades has been quite shocking. Once affordable areas in town have been redeveloped, driving a lot of 
amazing, community oriented people out of town. I work as a nurse in town, and just the other day was having a 
conversation with co-workers about affordability; we canâ€™t even keep experienced working professionals 
making a decent wage in town. If more housing is to be developed, I believe the majority of it should be 
affordable housing for people who actually live and work in our great town, rather than extravagant homes for 
the rich few who are purchasing vacation homes that will sit empty the majority of the time.  

In addition to concern about development not including enough affordable housing, I have concerns regarding 
the lack of commercial development with economic benefit for the community. On top this, I have concerns 
about town infrastructure being able to handle a town with double the number of people, especially given the 
large and growing amount of tourists we see. 

The fact that this development is on undermined lands is also disconcerting. Even more concerning is the fact 
that TSMV wants to develop this land all at once. Per the Canmore Undermining Review Regulation, Â´the 
developer must maintain general liability insurance...for the period of time that the developer is involved in the 
development plus 2 yearsâ€™. I would like to know who will be footing the bill when sinkholes start to appear 
after this time has elapsed, especially given the Town of Canmore had to use grant money to temporarily fix the 
Dyrgas gate sinkhole. 

Human-wildlife conflict is also of increasing concern, especially on the three sisters side of the valley. In the 
2018 Three Sisters Mountain Village Properties LTD Smith Creek Wildlife Application (June 26, 2018) it was 
recommended that Â´locations for wildlife corridors be legally designatedâ€™ and that Â´corridors (should) 
correspond with known movement routes of the animals.Â´ The TSMV application was deemed not satisfactory 
at that time, and yet fast forward to 2020 and a proposal with an even smaller animal corridor and this 
application gets approved? This is unacceptable. Ultimately the Town of Canmore is what stands between 
TSMV and development. We must use caution when dealing with those who are only concerned about profit, 
and not the future of this amazing valley. 

Not only is TSMV requesting to rezone conservation lands for development. They are going to cut off an 
ecologically integral animal corridor that extends from Wyoming to the Yukon. On top is this, they want to 
extend beyond the townâ€™s Urban Growth Boundary. All in one proposal that passed first reading 
unanimously. As the delegates of this town, I sincerely hope you realize how significantly this project will 
affect the residents of this town, and the wildlife that we as Canmorites pride ourselves in attempting to live 
alongside. I sincerely hope that you take your residents concerns over this project seriously. I believe the current 
ASP of TMSV is unacceptable as it is. Thank you for your time, Kirstin Bartsch Canmore resident 

-- Kirstin Bartsch  
kirstinkb@gmail.com 


