
Dear Municipal Clerk, Mayor and Members of Town Council; 

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Village’s latest development 

proposals. I am strongly against these proposals, inclusive of the Three Sisters Mountain Village and 

Smith Creek ASPs.  

Not only would moving forward with these plans be a negative decision for the Canmore community 

financially and safety-wise, it would have detrimental and permanent impacts on the wildlife 

populations that move through the Bow Valley and beyond. These incredible and iconic wild animals, 

from grizzly bears to wolves, are without a doubt a huge part of what makes this place so wonderful – 

not just for current residents of Canmore, but for folks around Alberta who care about keeping the Bow 

Valley wild.  

Without wildlife around to contribute to the larger ecosystem, Canmore and surrounding areas could 

one day become a series of buildings and mountains, with nothing left to inspire a sense of wonder and 

awe. Animals are not here for our benefit, but they are a reason so many feel people connected to our 

mountain regions in Alberta. 

As a special and important home to both people and wildlife, we need to think long-term about what 

Canmore will be like tomorrow and far into the future. 

The Bow Valley is a critical wildlife corridor, and wildlife already has many challenges to face as they 

move through this continentally-significant corridor.  

Without the connectivity provided by effective corridors, a single robust, healthy wildlife population can 

become two smaller, weaker, less resilient populations that are much more vulnerable to additional 

stresses such as climate change, industrial development, or even wildfire. 

Communities like Canmore in the Bow Valley should be proud of their efforts to create a coexistence-

conscious place over the years. Let’s not take a step (or many steps) back for the sake of this one, short-

sighted proposal, or future ones, that will do little to enhance Canmore and its surrounding areas. 

The science is clear: these proposals will not be nearly good enough for successful human-wildlife 

coexistence or animal movement. Please at least implement amendments that science-based groups 

such as Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative and other experts have come forward with.  

Wildlife is impacted by this decision, just as people in Canmore are – but they don’t have the option to 

speak up. So, I will help do it for them. 

Sincerely, 

Katrina Bellefeuille 

 

 


