
March 4, 2021  

 

TO:     Mayor Borrowman  

Ms. Esme Comfort 

Ms. Vi Sanford 

Ms. Joanna McCallum 

Ms. Karen Marra 

Mr. Rob Seeley 

Mr. Jeff Hilstad  

 

CC:  Municipal Clerk  

 

SUBJECT: Opposition to Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06  

 

As a homeowner in Canmore, I am writing to share my deep concern about the ASPs from Three 

Sisters Mountain Village under consideration for second reading at your meeting on March 9, 

2021.  I believe that the Council should reject these proposals as written.   

 

The proposals are unacceptable for several reasons. The ASPs would narrow the wildlife 

corridors by making them too narrow to support movement.  The ASPs call on the Town to 

expand its boundaries to include new land that is currently zoned for conservation of wildlife.  

The proposals would result in unnecessary financial burden for Canmore and the taxpayers. 

Finally, the proposals would double the size of Canmore’s population and create an urban sprawl 

extending for 10 kilometers south of the center of town, contributing to traffic and transportation 

issues and over-crowding, and reduce Canmore’s efforts to help address climate change.     

 

The most important reason I oppose the TSMV ASPs is that the scale of development and the 

areas proposed for development will irreparably harm the essential international Rocky 

Mountain wildlife corridor that runs through our valley. Animals need that corridor to seek food, 

shelter, and mates.   

 

I would like to make my point about wildlife using two lines from a poem by Ellery Akers 

entitled “At Any Moment, There Could Be A Swerve in a Different Direction.”   

 

There was a moment 

When shooting egrets for feathers became wrong. 

  

Can you imagine nearly wiping out egrets in North American to have feathers for ladies’ hats?  

How selfish and foolish that was!   

 

There have been many moments in our North American history of exploitation and extraction 

from the natural environment when we realized that what we were doing was wrong.  Too often, 



those realizations came after an environment was despoiled, or a species was decimated, or an 

ecosystem lost its key species and collapsed.   

 

This is a similar moment for the Bow Valley.  This is a moment when destroying the habitat 

needed by magnificent wild animals has become wrong.  Residents and visitors are drawn to 

Canmore by the natural beauty and the wildlife.  The intact ecosystems of the Bow Valley 

benefit all of us.  The animals have a right to exist, and now, in 2021, when we know better than 

to destroy their homeland because we know we will not be able to restore it, we need to stop 

ignoring their needs and pretending they can keep adapting to the urban sprawl overtaking south 

Canmore. We need to change direction.   Let us ensure that our children and future generations 

will be able to appreciate “living with wildlife” in Canmore.   

 

I also oppose this development proposal because it will double the size of Canmore, placing 

extreme stress on our transportation systems and our town services.  The proposed development 

is largely residential, with insufficient commercial property to make the levels of contributions to 

Town revenues necessary for the development’s infrastructure would be self-funding.   The 

proposed development will cost existing Canmore homeowners in higher taxes, and development 

on the golf course will create significant potential financial liabilities for town taxpayers.  

 

I also oppose this development proposal because it asks the town to expand its boundaries into an 

area preserved for wildlife, and the proposed density contradicts the stipulations for density in 

the Canmore Municipal Development Plan. The TSMV ASPs should be rejected for their 

disregard to existing zoning and planning stipulations alone.   

 

Oddly, at a time when we have increasing public concerns with sprawl, motor vehicle air 

pollution, overcrowding of hiking and recreational sites in the Bow Valley and in the nearby 

Parks, this development seeks to maximize the number of new second homes it can sandwich 

into the area. Climate change is an existential emergency, and the TSMV proposals would ruin 

Canmore’s efforts to help address climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.   

TSMV has made a greedy and selfish proposal that has ignored community input, ignored extant 

Town planning requirements, and ignored he realities of this time in which we must change 

direction, this time when urbanizing a mountain environment is wrong.  

 

The future of Canmore is important to all – humans and animals -- who live here.  You do not 

owe the developers who bought land on speculation the decisions that would maximize their 

profits. I think you do, as our elected officials, have a duty to listen to the people of Canmore, the 

majority of whom urge you to reject the TSMV ASPs.   

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Beno 

Lawrence Grassi Ridge, Canmore         


