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Shared.MunicipalClerk; Council
TSMV & Smith Creek ASP

Referencing Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 

I am writing to express my concerns with the TSMV and Smith Creek development and area structure plans. I 
have lived in Canmore for 21 years and am a father of a young family. 

This is a very big decision for the town council to be making. Once the decision has been made, we will not be 
able to reverse course and there will be effects on the community, the wildlife and the town’s finances for 
decades to come. It’s important to remember that Canmore will still be here 100 years from now, even though 
we will not, which is why this decision requires thoughtful conversations, unbiased perspectives and deep, 
meaningful consultation with the community. 

The big, and very serious, decision before the town is complicated. As with any complicated decision that will 
have far reaching impacts, we need to ensure that we have the best information available to make that decision. 
From what I have learned, I do not feel that the town is using the best quality information available to them.  

The best available science shows that the current wildlife corridor is far from optimal in its size and distribution. 
Remember that in 2018 the Wildlife Corridor alignment was rejected by Alberta Environment and Parks under 
the NDP government. This same proposed alignment was then approved in a very surprise move, by the new 
UCP government in 2020..... 

There is a convincing argument made by the former Chief Financial Officer of the town that this proposal is not 
financially sustainable for the Town of Canmore. The cost of servicing this development with water, power, 
recycling, garbage collection and maintenance could very easily become a burden for the taxpayers to bear. We 
all know that many of these dwellings would sit vacant for most of the year, and servicing these empty homes 
will steadily drive up property taxes and the price of town services for the current, full time citizens. 

The detailed knowledge about the undermining in the TSMV area makes it very clear that building on certain 
proposed areas is a bad idea, for several reasons. Allowing a corporation to “fortify” previous undermining (in 
some cases hundreds of feet deep and kilometres long) with cement or some other type of material is clearly not 
the way we should be stewarding this unique and beautiful environment that we live in. Also, the town should 
be very concerned with liability risks should there be future issues with destabilized lands under those 
buildings.  

And lastly there is the issue of community. What does it do to a community to double its size? What does it do 
to a community to prioritize building weekend and vacation homes that drive up home prices beyond a level 
that is already unaffordable? What does it do to a community to encroach on wildlife corridors and allow 
developers to sway councils to mold these corridors to their liking? What happens when we fragment wildlife 
connectivity even more? These are all important questions that I really feel we do not have a firm grasp on. 
Members of council have said that they are not opposed to development in TSMV and Smith Creek if it's "in the 
interest of the town's citizens". I don't think the town has invested nearly enough resources into understanding 
what it's citizens' interests are. 
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My training as a Mountain Guide has taught me a lot about managing risk. When there is increased risk, we are 
trained to increase our certainty. It seems to me that there are a lot of risks to the TSMV and Smith Creek plans 
and there is a lot of uncertainty as well. For these reasons, I implore the council to not be swayed or pressured 
by the land developers (who are the main beneficiaries of this proposal) and to recognize the fact that this 
decision is too big and too consequential for the town of Canmore and it's citizens to be made without much 
more deliberate thought and research.  
 
With respect, 
 
Jason Billing 
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