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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk: 

I am writing to voice my deep concerns regarding the TSMV and Smith Creek ASP. 

There are many reasons I am opposed to the current development proposal. Some of these reasons include the 
potential to double our population, urban sprawl that will stretch to Dead Manâ€™s Flats, the expansion of our 
urban growth boundary, blanketing an area zoned for wildlife conservation with development, further 
congestion on our streets and trailheads, and further stress on a continentally significant wildlife corridor. This 
development also presents a conflict with Canmore's Climate Emergency Declaration of 2019. 

In addition, the promise of commercial development is not guaranteed and therefore, the tax benefits to this 
town are contingent on the building of commercial property and the viability of these commercial spaces. 
History has proven that the promise of commercial development does not always come to fruition, as is 
evidenced by the very small commercial development currently in Three Sisters, despite the promise of 
significantly more commercial at the time of the original proposal. The fact is, selling residential homes is more 
profitable for developers. According to former Town of Canmore CFO Rod de Leeuw, without performance 
measures guaranteed for commercial development, â€œThis is not going to be a close to break even. There will 
be a significant net negative impact on our community.â€  The infrastructure that the town will be responsible 
for maintaining will place greater stressors on our tax base. This, potential revenue drain, coupled with the very 
real risks of building on significantly undermined land which opens up the potential to future infrastructure 
problems (as weâ€™ve seen in the past in Dyrgas as an example), could lead to a dramatic increase in taxes, 
making Canmore an even less affordable place to live. 

Furthermore, a decision of this magnitude that has the potential to irreversibly affect the environment and 
change the very ethos of this town, requires deep, meaningful conversations with members of this community. 
The surprise approval by town council at the first reading of this ASP, undermines the concerns of the people of 
this community who will be most affected by this decision.  

I urge town council to reject this proposal at this time to give the community time to engage and understand the 
benefits and drawbacks of this development. 

Sincerely, 

JD Bogdanowski 

-- John Bogdanowski  
jdbogdan@yahoo.ca 


