
Dear Mayor and Members of Town Council; 

As a Canmore resident I have significant concerns about Bylaw 2021-05 Three Sisters Village 

Area Structure Plan and 2021-06 Smith Creek Area Structure Plan in their current form for the 

following reason:  

1. The proposals compromise the existing wildlife corridors insofar as they create pinch 

points which will further contribute to habitat fragmentation. Habitat fragmentation 

disproportionately affects large predators such as wolves, black bears and SARA listed 

species of special concern Grizzly Bears. All these species currently use the existing 

corridor to move between our National Parks and Kananaskis country through the wind 

valley. The Bylaw 2021-05 and 2021-06 will compromise the movement of these species 

between these protected spaces and further contribute to population decline.  

For me to be conformable with the area structure plans, more land must be set aside for wildlife 

movement. The Town should challenge the Feb 2020 approval of the corridors by AEP as it 

contravenes the 1992 NRCB decision on the requirements of corridors. The east/west corridor 

should be widened, especially at pinch points such as the south-east end of Steward Creek, as 

well as the north-west and South-east ends of Smith Creek. The planned wildlife monitoring 

project should be expanded temporally, spatially, and methodologically.  

As currently written, (Smith Creek ASP, Section 11.1.9) the monitoring will conclude when the 

last area of land is subdivided by the developer. The effects of the development may not be 

apparent for 10 to 25 years after the final area of land is subdivided. The Town should mandate 

that the Monitoring should extend for 10 years after the final area of land is subdivided. The 

structure area plans should specifically outline how the company performing the monitoring will 

cooperate with other local monitoring groups such as Alberta Parks and Parks Canada. The 

effects of the development could extend into the areas beyond the area outlined in the structure 

area plans. The use of wildlife cameras should be contextualized by other survey methodologies 

for identify changes in large mammal presence in the Adaptive Management and Monitoring 

Program. The physical environment and nature of the questions being asked necessitates that the 

data collected by wildlife cameras be contextualized by alternate data forms including GPS 

collar data, genetic analysis and winter tracking transects. Furthermore these monitoring 

activities should be performed in line with standards outlined by Parks Canada and Alberta Parks 

to facilitate data sharing and valley wide reporting on wildlife movement.   

Due to the presence of Western Toad in the proposal area (Smith Creek EIA, Appendix D) a 

long-term amphibian monitoring program should be included in the Smith Creek ASP. 

Thank you, 

Stef  


