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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors, 

This is my second letter, to voice my opposition to the two TSMV ASPs. I have decided to write again after hearing the 
moving presentations by members of the Stoney Nakoda Nations: Elder Jackson Wesley, Elder Roland Rollinmud, John 
Snow, and William Snow. I use quotes from these presenters in this letter out of respect; I hope I have done them 
justice. 

As these presenters clearly expressed, the Stoney Nakoda people were not adequately consulted, proper protocols 
were not observed, and respectful relationships were not established in developing these projects that fall within their 
traditional lands. They also shared concerns that important – culturally and spiritually significant – places would be 
disturbed. Powerful words by John Snow: “Our creation story begins in these mountains. We have many sacred sites, 
places of worship, reflection, meditation, and fasting in these sacred mountains. (…) Our stewardship and relationship 
to these sacred mountains have existed for centuries.” We also heard about important plant gathering, hunting, and 
trapping areas, and landmarks in the vicinity of these development projects. 

So… ‘Why does this matter?’ 

It matters because these important places need to be adequately protected, on their terms. Their stories need to be 
told. As Jackson Wesley shared: “Once it’s gone, it’s gone.” 

It matters because, in Canada, these practices are protected by the Constitution. Section 35 of the Constitution Act 
(1982) recognizes and affirms Aboriginal and treaty rights. As per Treaty 7, “…they shall have right to pursue their 
vocations of hunting”. Aboriginal rights also include rights to traditional practices such as hunting, fishing, trapping, and 
other social, economic, political, and cultural practices, as interpreted through subsequent Supreme Court cases. 

It matters because culture is much more than the sum of its parts. However, without the foundation for cultural and 
spiritual practices (i.e., the lands and resources upon which these practices rely), the culture is at risk. As William Snow 
eloquently stated: “The reverence for grizzly bears by the Stoney Nakoda people is historic and it continues to this day. 
(…) In traditional knowledge, hunting is part of our identity and supports our physical body as well as our spiritual 
being.” “Wildlife is an important part of Stoney Nakoda history, spirituality, and culture”. And “the increased pressures 
that this project places on important wildlife habitat and migration corridors (…) may result in (…) tragic conditions…”. 

These words are not to be taken lightly. The Bow Valley is one of only two valleys in Alberta that act as east-west 
connectors for wildlife, linking important protected areas: Banff National Park and Kananaskis Country. Without 
effective corridors, a healthy wildlife population can be severed into two smaller – and less resilient – populations, more 
vulnerable to disturbance (e.g., climate change, development, wildfire). 

However, the Smith Creek Wildlife Corridor (approved by Alberta Environment and Parks in February 2020) does not 
ensure effective wildlife movement through the valley: science shows it is too steep and narrow to function effectively. 
Not only is it not based on sound science, it is not based on traditional knowledge, even with the potential to affect 
Aboriginal and treaty rights. Now, given the sheer magnitude of the two ASPs before Council, as well as the fact that 
they are based on this ineffective wildlife corridor, the ASPs could place wildlife at risk and – based on what we heard 
from the Stoney presenters – impact Aboriginal and treaty rights. 
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It also matters because of respect. Respect for Indigenous Peoples, who have been wronged – in so many ways. 
Ensuring those caring for this land have a voice should be a minimum if we want to step towards reconciliation (as per 
the Calls to Action from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, and the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples). This has far-reaching implications. As William Snow said: “To not acknowledge, hear, or 
understand the voice of Indigenous perspectives [in these ASPs] – that is the legacy of colonization”. 
  
When the Stoney Nakoda ask for an independent environmental assessment, and for consideration of traditional 
knowledge in pondering this project, they do so as stewards of these lands. When they ask for traditional, social, and 
cultural assessments, they do so to ensure traditional practices can continue, important sites can be identified and 
stories told, and that appropriate measures can be taken. When they ask for “adequate” consultation, they do so from a 
reconciliation perspective, asking to be heard and respected. 
  
Not only should these studies and consultation be undertaken, but Council must also take into account the potential 
impacts of this development – in the context of a reduced wildlife corridor – on the continued practice of 
constitutionally-protected Aboriginal and Treaty rights. 
  
Natalie Bourbonnais-Spear 
(bringing the perspective of someone who has supported, helped design, and managed traditional use and traditional 
knowledge studies for impact assessments for 12 years) 
  


