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Dear Town of Canmore Mayor and Council. 

As an original resident of the Three Sisters Mountain Village (TSMV) neighbourhood I am writing today to encourage you to 
reject the proposed Area Structure Plan (ASP) submitted by TSMV developers. We have lived full time on Hubman Landing 
since 2009 and know the TSMV lands in this area well, having walked and observed these lands and the threatened species that 
roam here, in all seasons during this time.  

As elected officials you will know that you have the authority to accept or reject the ASPs, or require amendments to them by 
the authority of the 1992 Natural Resource Conservation Board Decision Report. I feel the issues contained within the current
proposal necessitate that the proposals be rejected and returned to TSMV with strong direction for more acceptable proposals.

Specifically, I have concerns with  
1. Impact of the proposed increase in the population of Canmore and resulting congestion and overcrowding, strain

on transportation system and increased pressure on already stressed species. 
2. Proposed changes to the wildlife corridor and construction of a wildlife fence. TSMV’s current plans ignore the

best-available continental corridor science and the specific recommendations of the local and regional biologists who 
know the valley best. While multiple questions about the effectiveness of such “exclosure” fencing remain 
unanswered, the overriding concern is that using fencing for the proposed purposes is itself unprecedented and 
unproven. 

3. The proposals would unnecessarily contribute to climate change in a declared climate emergency community. While
the proposals incorporate some small, individual scale principles and incentives that would help reduce the 
development’s climate impact, they are embarrassingly inadequate for a Town that declared a state of climate 
emergency in 2019.  

4. Undermining risks on TSMV lands create potential financial liabilities for the Town and its taxpayers. Such
problems have arisen in the past – a notable example is the Dyrgas Gate collapse of 2010 – and are certain to arise 
again in the future. Mitigations to prevent undermining-related problems are uncertain at best.  

In closing, there many reasons why the TSMV Three Sisters Village and Smith Creek ASPs are unacceptable, these are mine, 
as a current resident of TSMV and concerned citizen of Canmore. I feel Mayor and Council must strongly consider the voices 
of community residents when making their decision. By acting on the recommendations of citizens, and by engaging in a 
meaningful way with all Canmore residents about the future they envision for themselves and their community, the Town will 
go a long way towards ensuring that any local development reflects the values of the people who live here, as well as protect 
the natural systems and wildlife which define the valley’s essential character.  

Thank you for considering this feedback. 

Sincerely 

Karen Boyd 
179 Hubman Landing 
T. 403 975 2693 | E. karenboyd@shaw.ca 


