
March 16, 2021 

Town of Canmore  

Town Council 

902 – 7th Avenue  

Canmore AB T1W 3K1  

Reference: Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 

Dear Mayor and Council Members,  

My name is Jill Branson. I am a 20-year resident of Canmore.  

I have read the two Resort ASPs that are the subject of this public hearing. I am opposed Bylaw 2021-

05 Three Sisters Village Area Structure Plan and Bylaw 2021-06 Smith Creek Area Structure Plan. 

I am passionately against these Area Structure Plans and here are a few reasons:  

1. Climate change. In October 2019 Canmore issued a state of climate emergency. The TSMV 

ASPs are too large in scale and I feel that an additional 14,000 more people situated 11km from 

the town centre will irreparably strain natural resources.  

2. Insufficient protection of wildlife corridors.  

3. Building on undermined land is irresponsible. 

4. My family will be adversely affected by this development for financial, moral, mental, emotional 

and social reasons. Raising a family Canmore gets increasingly harder and the cost of living is 

already much higher than other municipalities. We are struggling even though we are one of the 

lucky who bought pre-2005 before housing prices skyrocketed. For many that’s akin to winning 

the lottery.  

5. Insufficient and unsatisfactory consultation with the indigenous peoples of Treaty 7  

6. Developing the lands to this magnitude does not support The Seventh Generation Principle. The  

ancient Haudenosaunee philosophy that the decisions we make today should result in a 

sustainable world seven generations into the future 

7. The threat of forest fires, adequate fire protection and a reasonable exit routes and creek 

flooding. There is only one road in and one road out for 14,000 people.  

8. This 30-year plan is too risky for many reasons that are more eloquently explained by others. I 

stand with my fellow citizens who are opposed to this development.  

9. The resulting increased traffic to Canmore’s downtown core will result in gridlock. Canmore does 

not have the infrastructure to support TSMV’s development.  We have yet to see effects of full 

buildout in the Spring Creek downtown development and yet to settle on the future and scale of 

Silvertip’s development.  

10. The TSMV project is damaging to the social fabric of Canmore. We are currently grappling with 

many issues: viable employment and income; affordable housing; social diversity and a host of 

other issues. We do not need more, empty high-priced homes for part-time residents.  

11. The original 1992 NRCB Number 9103 approval was for a Recreational and Tourism Project, not 

a residential development.  

Please accept this written submission which supports my verbal presentation to council at 

approximately 3:24pm, March 16, 2021.  

Thank you,  

 

Jill Branson 

Canmore resident since November 2001 


