
 
March 4, 2021 
 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs 
 
 
In 2019, Canmore Town Council declared a state of climate emergency. I suspect 
their intention was to add their voice to address environmental stewardship and 
action. I am now left wondering how the TSMV proposal aligns with this 
declaration? 
 
I have read the documents, listened to the argument from experts, and talked to my 
community members. I have engaged in the process.  
 
Diving deeper, I listened to a speech by Venerable Bhikku Bodhi, a Theravada 
Buddhist monk, to the UN on Climate Change emergency. I’d like to share some of 
his points and offer my questions as to why we would even consider the acceptance 
of this very flawed TSMV proposal. 
 
1.“Of all the dangers we face together today, the most formidable, the most all- 
embracing, the most threatening is climate disorientation. The climate has become 
increasingly erratic, unpredictable, and destructive and the long range 
consequences are even more dangerous.”  
 

Why in our small mountain community of Canmore would we pretend we are 
not susceptible to the real perils that lie before us, and the whole world? 

 
2. “We know what lies behind climate change. The causes have been determined 
with scientific precision. Its our dependence on fossil fuels, unwise practices of land 
clearance, industrial agriculture and an economy that thrives on the dizzying cycles 
of relentless production and consumption.”  
 

Why are we drifting along complacent in our routines of life, in our craving 
for more, the greed for profit, corporate success over social responsibility, 
instead of rising up to take the necessary stand against these causes? 

 
3. “The Buddha would say (and I would agree) that we also need internal changes, 
changes in our values and way of life. It is delusion that makes us think that some 
can prevail while the earth’s geophysical systems collapse.” 
 

Can we look ourselves in the mirror in our rich country and see that this 
enormous disparity is unsustainable and morally wrong?   TSMV will 
continue to perpetuate this disparity in Canmore by taking us down the path 
of more and more, rather than the values of sustainability and sound 
environmental decisions.  

 



I’ll end by saying we need to reimagine a world where we live together, listen to the 
youth, address inequalities, work in collaboration to live in harmony with each 
other and with nature so we can all succeed economically, socially and spiritually. 
 
Now we have to start listening to the earth before it’s too late. 
 
 
Thank you Bhikku Bodhi for your wise words and thank you everyone for your 
attention to this urgent matter. 
 
 
Cori Brewster and Lori Radke 
514 3rd St 
Canmore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


