
 
 
March 3, 2021 
 
Dear Municipal Clerk  
 
RE: Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs 
 
Please accept this letter as an expression of our grave concerns about the two-area 
structure plans before council for the Three Sisters Mountain Village and Smith Creek.  
As members of this community we are vested in seeing Canmore thrive however we do 
not feel that the current proposals represent the best way to see this happen, either now 
or in the future.  It is unclear to us how these proposals can even be considered based 
on the current Municipal Development Plan, conservation wildlands zoning and several 
bylaws.   
 
We appreciate that as our elected officials you have the challenge of helping to ensure 
the economic viability of this town. We believe that commercial development in this area 
of town would be very beneficial.  We struggle however with previous development’s 
track records.  They have not delivered on their promised commercial developments to 
date.  If council’s goal is fiscal sustainability we strongly believe more protection is 
required to ensure the commercial development actually does happen this time and prior 
to allowing further residential development.  

 
We acknowledge that mitigation strategies for undermined lands may have improved 
over the years.  Regardless, the extensiveness of the mining and the configuration some 
mined areas (near vertical) in the undeveloped golf course area lead us to be concerned 
that the liability risk the town will take on for any development on this section of lands is 
far too great. Our understanding is the developers’ liability lasts only 2 years while the 
town’s liability goes on indefinitely. 
 
One of the aspects we cherish about this community is our co-existence with wildlife. 
While council may feel this is a provincial responsibility you act as our voice.  We need 
you to speak up to help ensure that the Bow Valley remains a viable habitat for the 
animals we share it with.  
 
Underlying all of this our fundamental concern is that these two ASP’s will double the 
size of Canmore.  How will the additional infrastructure be funded? E.g. doubling the 
sewage and water treatment capacity, emergency services capacity, roads, public 
recreation facilities, waste management etc.   Regardless of TSMV’s transportation 
proposal most everyone arrives in Canmore by car and tends to use this as their primary 
mode of transportation. Traffic will double on infrastructure that is already challenged to 
handle current volume.  

 
In closing, we do not support this development and as our representatives we do not 
think that you should either.  
 
Sincerely,  
Bruce Mathews and Nancy Fraser 
Canmore 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


