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Joe Casey  
February 24, 2021 9:37 PM 
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Please slow down: TSMV

Dear Canmore City Council, 
This letter expresses my concerns about the Three Sisters Mountain Village development plan currently under 

consideration at Canmore Council. Expressed below are five of the serious issues I have with this proposal that amount 
to red flags indicating that the project should not be approved:  

1. Subsidence- I have seen considerable evidence indicting that subsidence of the TSMV property is a real
concern.  Already in the property itself and its neighboring area are troubling areas of mine collapse leading to land 
subsidence. Building on tis property will open inhabitants to the possibility of tragic subsidence events and expose 
Canmore tax payers to the liability for future costly remediation. 
2. Animal corridor- Experts I have heard indicate that the setbacks introduced into the TSMV property are inadequate
to provide free wildlife movement through the Bow Valley. An argument can be made that the Peaks of Grassi 
neighbourhood should not have been built for this same reason and TSMV will compound the problem. The Bow Valley 
is a critical habitat and co-existence with wildlife isa Town of Canmore value: The TSMV plan runs counter to our values 
as a community. 
3. Traffic- In the four years we have had a Canmore property, a large increase in traffic along Three Sisters Drive has
been clear, made even stronger with pandemic-driven influx of people into the provincial park area. Addition of such a 
large additional community in TSMV will make massively increase traffic along the road to the detriment of current 
residents. This issue will be compounded throughout Canmore as TSMV residents come into town. 
4. Rapid development-  The pace of Canmore growth in the last few years is unprecedented. The addition of the Spring
Creek and Stewart Creek areas has rapidly increased the number of Canmore residents and properties. Combined with 
the dramatic changes along 1A (Canmore mall, Base camp resorts, new home construction and more) make the road 
barely recognizable. What is the rush? My concern is that this rapid expansion of our community may lead to planning 
errors and irrevocably change the special character of Canmore. Addition of TSMV at this time represents simply too 
much change in too short a time. Please slow down the pace of development. 
5. Quality of life- Canmore is a unique treasure, of great value to Alberta, Canada, and the world. How large can we get
without damaging some of the special qualities of the city through, too much traffic and loss of the special nature:urban 
ratio. Addition of the TSMV area will negatively affect our community and lower property values. 

Together this leads me to ask, why make special provisions to allow the TSMV development? The TSMV land 
owners gambled that eventually one group of town councillors would allow development of the land. Over the years, 
multiple councils have said no, and it only takes one for the gamble of the developers to pay off. Do you want to be the 
group of councillors known for allowing the TSMV project to proceed? For the TSMV developers, council agreeing to the 
development means a payoff in the millions of dollars. Their motivation to push the TSMV forward is clear. On the other 
side, what of Canmore residents? I have yet to hear an argument for why TSMV is beneficial to the Town of Canmore 
and its citizens. So why agree to the project? Perhaps the argument is construction jobs, but these are very short term 
and likely will be for people who do not even live in our community. On the other hand, if TSMV decreases the character 
of Canmore, tourism dollars will suffer. 

I have owned a home in Canmore for four years and have lived here for a year. My plan shortly is to retire and 
live in Canmore for the rest of my life. I volunteer in Canmore and believe in our community. I care deeply about the 
special nature of our town and fear that the negatives of TSMV greatly outweigh the positives. I ask that Town of 
Canmore Council not approve the TSMV development. 

Sincerely, 
Joe Casey 
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