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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-05

Canmore Town Council and Mayor  March 3, 2021 

RE: Three Sisters Mountain Village and Smith Creek Area Structure Plans 

As a born and raised Albertan and a 26 year property owner in Canmore I have a great many concerns regarding the 
Three Sisters Mountain Village and Smith Creek Area Structure Plans. 

Who will build the Schools, Recreation Facilities, Fire Stations and increase the Hospital Capacity and increase in Policing 
for the increase in population that is being proposed? What currently happens is once a developer has competed their 
development they are long gone and leave it up to the local community to fight for the above mentioned facilities 
through various levels of government. I do not believe this is a sincere, honest way to develop a community because 
until the community has the schools, recreation facilities and feels safe in their community can it be call a ‘true 
community”. Yes they will tell you that they are’ donating the land’  for the above mentioned facilities however we all 
know that the cost of that ‘donated land’ is incorporated in every lot sold by the developer. Developers has no true 
compassion on how a community functions once the developer has got their money out. 

In the presentation to council by TSMV ASP it was stated that the developer will hold $5 million dollars of insurance for 
2 years. That is an embarrassment to the existing community and future communities members. It is well know that the 
TSMV Village development area was given approval for a golf course due to the critical concern of the undermining that 
went on in that area. The sinking of areas of land is only going to continue and there is no magic miracle that any 
engineer or engineering firm has developed that will mediate this concern at this time or during the development. 

The cost of any damage to property from a sinkhole will only fall on the Town of Canmore or the Provincial Government 
to pay for the repair of the damage, not the developer. Money aside it is even more concerning to think that lives could 
be lost if a sinkhole occurred under a home or school and people were inside the building. Please see the attached 
website information regarding the Aberfan Disaster on October 26, 1966 caused by many things but a couple for us to 
pay attention to are flooding and coal mining both of which we have in Canmore. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/true-story-aberfan-disaster-featured-crown-180973565  

The 3.9 magnitude earthquake on February 14, 2021 by Cascade Mountain should be and is a firm reminder that we live 
is dynamic geological area that is constantly changing. Adding the coal mine shafts increases the risk and damage that is 
naturally occurring. True we are not responsible for the coal mining that went on in Canmore area but we feel the 
consequences if we do not act responsibility in how the land that was mined is managed. 

The TSMV property has changed owners often, sometimes do due bankruptcy, sometimes foreign buyers have bought 
thinking they can make money with no understanding of the community they are entering. After 2 years there is 
nothing stopping the current developers selling part or all of the TSMV. 

Although TSMV has met with community groups and members regarding various concerns the community has, it is my 
understanding, that very few of those recommendations appear in the ASP. In fact the current ASP has increased the 
developer’s request for land and populations. Again a slap in the face to the community. 
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There appears to me to be nothing in this current ASP that would benefit or sustain the community, wildlife, natural 
habitat or the true basis that the current population of Canmore live in this town for and have intentionally created. 

I believe it is very concerning that this process is taking place during a worldwide pandemic when it is very difficult to 
the hold public discussion that is necessary for this type of decision. Any decision should be put off until such time as 
people can gather and discuss this in a democratic way. Everyone is feeling the economic devastation from the 
necessary shutting down of areas of the economy to deal with the spread of the pandemic so there is no reason to 
make a decision of any kind due to an economic need on behalf of the developer. 

There are many more issues regarding these ASP’s and I am aware that other concerned citizens are writing to Town 
Council and Mayor about those issues. I sincerely hope with all my heart that you listen to all of the concerns citizens 
have brought to your attention and act in the responsible way and turn down this proposal. After all you were voted in 
by the people not by any developers. 

Sincerely Mary Christie 


