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I OPPOSE Three sisters development 

Dear Town of Canmore councillors, 

I debated writing this letter because of the Town’s track record of actually listening to its community. I was raised in 
Canmore and I have seen the pattern of the town giving the go ahead to virtually every community opposed 
development. As a long time local it is very saddening to know that the council members truly do not care for the wishes 
of our community.  

Despite my disappointment in our town leaders, I feel like I should once again voice my opinion. I oppose the new 
development in three sisters for many reasons. For one it will further change Canmore away from its roots as a small 
town with a deep community spirit, towards its current trajectory as a luxury weekend playground for the wealthy, who 
historically don’t really care what happens to our community. Secondly, we need to recognize that this doesn’t just 
affect the humans in the valley. This development will impact the wildlife in irreversible ways, and I feel that it is our 
duty to be the best stewards of this valley that we can be. We have already squeezed the wildlife into an impossibly 
small area, and taking even more from them just exemplifies our disregard for their well being. Visitors come to 
Canmore because of our mountains, the views, and a connection to the natural world which incredibly still exists 
despite our attempts to pave almost everything. Once a green space is gone, it is gone forever. I spent several years 
living in the mountains in Italy, and I came away with the feeling that we could learn a lot from the mistakes made 
there. Locals wished they had saved their wild spaces. The mountains remain, but there is no wilderness left. The 
animals are gone, and with them left the magic of the area.  

Please, for once in Canmore’s history, listen intently to what your community is asking of you. This decision should not 
be on your shoulders alone, this should be a decision that is made collectively, because it affects us all. I could go on 
with many more reasons why I oppose this development, but just know that I care deeply about our town, our 
community spirit, and all the beings who inhabit this beautiful valley. 

Maryke Ciaramidaro 


