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Adrienne Corcoran 
Friday, March 5, 2021 8:58 AM
John Borrowman; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna 
McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk, 

I have never before been moved to object to a development in any place I have lived, but I feel like Iâ€™m 
witnessing madness. Youâ€™ve received many eloquent letters with well informed arguments against the 
drastic changes to TSMVâ€™s ASP, and while this is not one of them, it is one personâ€™s perspective. I 
would like to suggest to you that money is the wrong god. The â€œNot a Golf Courseâ€  area is, in the view of 
many locals, a happy accident. There are many people enjoying the near solitude and endless walking, biking, 
drawing, skiing, snow shoe, and sledding opportunities of the area, and we love the wildlife. The area has been 
closed more than once for bears during my almost 9 years living in Canmore. This is as it should be. The land is 
first and foremost a habitat that is increasingly scarce. These new proposals will obliterate this wide open space 
and displace the animals to ever smaller ribbons of places they can just relax. 

Arguments have been made for the additional development of these lands in terms of more housing, some of it, 
ostensibly, PAH. How will we address the ongoing issue of outside investors buying up units just to use for 
vacation rentals, or buyers leaving homes mostly empty? Is it possible that the current situation contributes to 
higher property values? Is this the goal? Do we only value the hopes and profits of real estate speculators, and 
ignore the grinding existence for others? Are you aware that in order to buy a unit I have lived in for 8 years, I 
will not be allowed a co-signor who does not live with me to qualify for a mortgage on a PAH unit because Vital 
Homes wishes to avoid that â€˜outside buyerâ€™ scenario. Do you see the irony here? Will you solve this 
problem before steamrolling us all to more of the same? The town has levers to pull in order to curtail sky 
rocketing values. We can implement taxes on empty homes, and add fees for non-resident purchase for vacation 
rentals. Canmore can force more than just those with low incomes to jump through hoops to make a life here. If 
money remains your god, you will only continue to make those who have it happy. If we canâ€™t address these 
pressing issues in our current state, itâ€™s difficult to see them ever being addressed. It's embarrassing that we 
are a cautionary tale to other, less developed locations.  

When it comes to the foreseeable harms of building on the undermined lands, we appear to have a reckless 
disregard for how any given catastrophe will be addressed. Will the developer carry insurance in perpetuity to 
cover loss of homes, or life, should a sinkhole appear? Will homeowners be able to adequately protect against 
undermining related disasters? Will the TOC take full responsibility for these issues? Would you, personally 
guarantee the safety of these developments with your own savings? Are you that confident? If it comes to a 
lawsuit, how will TOC fare in court after ignoring years of studies saying this is not safe?  

Finally, to switch lenses on this issue just one more time, letâ€™s remember that most of us are settlers, and the 
descendants of settlers. Rampant development is how colonizers do everything. The colonizer cares nothing for 
the pressures and reduced quality of life for others. If we have an eye on reconciliation as a nation, province, or 
town, does it not occasionally make sense to let things be? Does it matter that this is a purely emotional 
argument? Is the way of money always right, and thoughts of coexisting, humans and other animals a lesser 
concern? Is the â€œownershipâ€  and money invested always the winner? If this is the only mindset we care to 
see, we are a sad bunch. Are these really our highest values? Money might just be the wrong god.  
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The current owner may have a big dollar sign vision for his land, but maybe a smaller dollar sign vision can be 
created that supports the animals who freely enjoy the land, and the humans who enjoy a little peace there. Soft, 
flexible uses can be considered like walk / bike in camping for travelers on The Great Trail, an annual market, 
small music acts, winter recreation, etc. Such a vision is probably a little too utopian for those who will never 
see another god but money and property rights. Itâ€™s too idealistic to hope for in a town where money is the 
god, but we have a choice.  

If youâ€™ve read this far, Thank you. 

Adrienne Corcoran 

-- Adrienne Corcoran  
adrienne@adriennethephotographer.com 


