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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brandy Dahrouge < Friday, March 5, 2021 1:04 AM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk, 

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Village’s latest development proposals.  

It will be eight years this June since the 2013 floods in Canmore.  I remember the day vividly - sitting in my 
basement apartment a mere 400 meters walk from Cougar Creek itself.  My landlords came down from upstairs 
to tell me the creek was about to overflow and suggested I should pack my bags with my most valuables 
possessions, place everything else on the highest shelf, and get out or hope for the best.  No matter what, they 
were staying.  As I scrambled to sort through my things and flood-proof my apartment, the RCMP knocked on 
my door to recommend I get on the next shuttle bus out of the area.  The bridge across the creek was in danger 
of washing out, and they were closing all access into and out of my neighborhood.  The power was cut off and I 
had no electricity or Internet. Friends and family started frantically calling me from as far away as 
Vancouver.  They had heard the news.  I had heard nothing.  Once I had everything ready, I decided to get out 
of the basement for a quick walk to the creek to see what all the fuss was about. 

I climbed up on the hill above to see a raging river of mud where the front porch of my neighbour's house once 
stood.  I watched as tree trunks barreled down the creek and the exposed foundations of houses fought against 
the torrent.  The creek looked just about to crest over the brim, and it would be a short downhill rush to swallow 
up my basement suite and everything I owned.  I hopped on the next shuttle. 

Safely across the valley, I watched the news later that night and understood the full picture of the 
destruction.  The flooding took out the main highway, washed through the town of Exshaw downstream, and 
entire neighbourhoods in the city Calgary 150 km away.  I later learned about the long history of floods in 
Canmore.  The town itself is built on a floodplain, and it was well known that a 1:100 year event could cause 
catastrophic damage to houses and infrastructure.  According to hydrologist John Pomeroy, following the 2013 
event "homes along Cougar Creek were almost entirely rebuilt", and "in Calgary, very few homes were 
removed from the floodplain". If we were oblivious to the flood risk before, we certainly cannot be now.  Yet, 
we still continue to gamble and pay that risk forward to future owners, governments, and generations and 
assume we can engineer our way out of any future problems.  

Undermining on the lands proposed for the Three Sisters Mountain Village development is well known and well 
documented.  There are maps of more than 3,000 km of underground tunnels where seams of coal have been 
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removed between layers of the existing soil.  This area was deemed inappropriate for anything other than a golf 
course, by the NRCB in 1992.  How can it be any safer now for the houses proposed by TSMV where the golf 
course should have been, and the people who will be living in them?  

  

Our capacity for hubris and greed as humans is sometimes astounding.  However, we can also choose to learn 
from the past, and put the lives and safety of others and future generations ahead of profit. Particularly, the 
profit of one company, whose liability for any damages resulting from building on undermined land, expires a 
mere 2 years after construction.  The predicted collapse of undermined areas does not simply go away because a 
developer would like it to.   

  

The Town Council was elected to uphold foundational plans and bylaws designed to protect its citizens and 
ensure the safety of our community.  The request before Council to change what was already agreed upon by 
the NRCB comes at a time when a global health pandemic prevents meaningful community consultation and 
discussion. The timing of this area restructure plan by the developer is not a coincidence.  The current TSMV 
proposal willfully ignores the reality of sinkholes, loss of property, and potential loss of life, in exchange for 
profit.  I hope our Town Council can see through this and not make the same mistake. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Brandy Dahrouge 


