
 
Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors, 
 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to voice our concerns regarding the on the recent proposals plans 
for development presented by Three Sister Mountain Village. 
 
We also signed and submitted the letter written by Bow Valley Engage, a volunteer group who 
has been working tirelessly to educate the citizens of the Bow Valley on the environmental, 
social and economic impact of the current proposals. Rather than repeating all the points made 
in this letter,  we wanted to express our personal reflections on why we oppose the current area 
structure plans proposed by Three Sisters Mountain Village.  
 

My family and I moved to Canmore in the fall of 2005. We’ve have seen many changes since 
we moved here, most notably traffic jams and skyrocketing housing prices. I realize these 
changes don’t even touch on the kinds of changes that occurred in this part of the Bow Valley 
between when the mine closed in 1979 and now. Which in turn are minute when compared with 
the vast changes that occurred since the first humans ventured into this valley over 10,000 
years ago. 
 

I would offer however that, beyond the disruptions of fire, flood and retreating glaciers, our 
species has created the most disruption to the landscape, most of it has been in the past 150 
years and the very worst in the past 40 years. It would be nice to reverse this trend. 
 

It seems easier to excuse the people who came to this valley to harvest the seams of coal in an 
effort to  build a trans continental railway and participate in the nation building that has 
benefitted Canadians for many years. 
 

We know so much more now today about the far-reaching repercussions of resources 
exploitation and unbridled development. We have information and tools at hand to evaluate the 
effects of our choices when it comes to our personal and collective behaviour. 
 

Our family moved back to Alberta after spending six years witnessing the paving over of was left 
of prime farmland in the greater Toronto area. In this brief time, we saw hectare upon hectare of 
century-old farms and orchards ploughed over to make way for the construction of big box 
stores, shopping malls, new subdivisions and the wide four lane highways connecting it all 
together. 
 

It was perhaps a knee-jerk reaction to move to little Canmore, surrounded by protected land on 
all sides – a safe haven. After seeing how quickly paradise was lost, we made the most 
unsound financial decision of our lives - we bought up, instead of down, have gone from 
homeowners to renters, but we have no regrets in moving here, We love Canmore! 
 
When we moved here, the Town was embarking on a new planning process – Mining the Future 
-  that would inform the next Municipal Development Plan taking into consideration not only the 
health of the local economy but social and environmental well-being too. 
 
 
 

Mining the Future made it possible for every single individual in our community- if they so chose 
-  to  become involved in helping the town Council create the new development plan. 
 
What a gift to live in a town where everyone has a voice. 



Little did my husband and I understand he extent of the yet to be undeveloped land nor the 
plans these developers were making when we moved here. It amazes me that all levels of 
government and the citizens of the communities they represent continue to be under the spell of  
developers for whom profit is the driver with little concern for the longevity of the development or 
the health of the community in which they are building.  
  
 
So many people I have come to know and respect since moving here have been working for 
decades on ensuring the health of our community.  Our opposition isn’t so much to all 
development, as it is to unsustainable development and the perpetuation of an outdated model 
as is reflected in the Three Sisters Mountain Village’s current plan. 
 
 
It has always a bit unsettling for me when I see the word more attached to Canmore’s 
advertising - see more, do more, play more.  We now know much more about the local and 
global implications of our addiction to more - more square footage in our homes, more cars, 
more clothes, more toys, more food. I hope that as a collective will begin to think more, observe 
more, imagine more and care more for our future and the future of the generations to come. 
 
Please, do not expand our urban growth boundary. 
Do not change our Conservation of Wildlands Zoning. 
Do not allow building on the heavily undermined, unfinished golf course. 
Do not allow increase the number of allowable residential unites as stated in Bylaw 1-98. 
 
Please do vote against both of TSMV proposed area structure plans. Together, as a community, 
we can do so much better. Bon courage! 
 
Kind regards, 
Gini and Bruce Dalgas 
 
 

 


