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March 17, 2021 

 

TO: Town of Canmore Council 

RE: TSMV Area Structure Plans (ASPs) 

Dear Mayor and Councillors: 

I write this note to express my concern over opposition to the TSMV development plans. I 

recommend that Town Council allow Three Sisters to develop their land and therefore 

accept the ASPs or at least amended versions as the Council deems appropriate where any 

legitimate concerns need to be addressed. 

Our town needs more housing with a diverse range of units. The Three Sisters proposal 

includes a significant proportion of affordable housing which is particularly required. 

Workers who are the backbone of our economy often live in crowded quarters or commute 

from Cochrane, for example. They would prefer to live here if it were economically viable, 

and they would spend more in our community if they did. I object to the elitist “not in my 

back yard” mentality of some of the people who have spoken against the proposal. Do they 

represent the majority of our citizens? 

As an economist who studied urban and regional development and worked as a financial 

analyst, I am dumbfounded by the argument that by increasing the supply, the cost of 

existing housing would rise whereas more supply to meet the demand would reduce cost 

pressures. 

As a citizen, I am disappointed that many people are ignorant of essential property rights. 

Residents, I included, have enjoyed using trails in the TSMV area as if it were a nature 

reserve or provincial park, but the land is privately owned. The landowners have the right 

to develop the land. Our town would be severely liable if that right is thwarted: the burden 

on taxpayers would be enormous.  
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I believe Three Sisters has accepted people crossing their land as long as this implicit 

privilege is not abused and wildlife protocols are respected. However, unless the town or 

the province has the money and interest in buying the property outright, then it is time to 

proceed! 

Our community has an opportunity to capitalize on the ever-growing tourist demand by a 

rational expansion of the housing, commercial and resort infrastructure. TSMV has an 

opportunity to better accommodate workers involved in traditional employment who 

physically should live close to their work (trades people, retail and restaurant personnel, 

professionals such as doctors, nurses, accountants, etc.) and the increasing number of 

people who can work remotely via the internet. 

I expect the developer and construction companies would incorporate technological 

innovations as the new community is built, on average impacting the environment less than 

our existing infrastructure. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Alice Daniel 


