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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Gerald Duggleby 
Sat 2021-03-06 6:32 AM
To:  John Borrowman <John.Borrowman@canmore.ca>; Robert Seeley <rob.seeley@canmore.ca>; Jeffrey Hilstad
<Jeff.Hilstad@canmore.ca>; Esme Comfort <Esme.Comfort@canmore.ca>; Karen Marra <karen.marra@canmore.ca>; Joanna
McCallum <joanna.mccallum@canmore.ca>; Vi Sandford <vi.sandford@canmore.ca>; Council <council@canmore.ca>;
bowvalleyengage@gmail.com <bowvalleyengage@gmail.com>; Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>

Dear Mayor and Town Council

I am writing to add my voice to those who oppose moving forward with the TSMV ASP#1 and ASP #2.
My concerns echo may of those which you have undoubtedly heard by now.

Financially I believe this development will eventually become a millstone around the necks of
permanent residents of Canmore. The development will undoubtedly be majority holiday and second
homes. Many will likely be used by the owners as vacation rentals, whether or not they comply with
the Town of Canmore Bylaws. The cost of providing new infrastructure, mitigating damage from
increased use to existing infrastructure, provision of emergency services such as fire, ambulance,
police, hospital will be much greater and long term than any short term financial gain which will
accrue to the T of C. Inevitably this will lead to increased municipal taxation, which many ,if not most
of the permanent residents cannot afford. Remember, your duty as our elected representatives is to
us, the current permanent residents of Canmore. It is not to developers who will make profits and
leave, it is not to people who do not live here, it is not to those who have enough money to buy
second homes to use for a small fraction of the year and who will contribute very little to the fabric of
this community.

Environmentally, these proposals make no sense at all. The increased pressure on this fragile
landscape and eco-system will have irreversible long term effects. The potential for adverse human -
wildlife conflict will rise. Unfortunately, the wildlife almost always pays the price for these incidents
with their life. Wildlife corridors are already too small and disconnected, and this development will
aggravate an already bad situation. Loss of habitat, including access to food and water, and safe areas
for mating, birthing and raising their young will stress wildlife to the point they will disappear from our
landscape.

The Town of Canmore declared a Climate Emergency - the impacts of building multiple dwellings,
filling sinkholes, adding roads, power lines, sewer etc only worsens our impact on the global warming
crisis. Indeed, it makes the declaration sound hollow and hypocritical.

Currently there is a demand for these homes, but much of that demand will fade once our current
pandemic improves. Mexico, Jamaica, Hawaii and other sun destinations will once again sing their
Siren Songs to weary city dwellers. The shine of the new 'plaything' will fade, and these developments
could easily become an unwanted liability for the new owners, and consequently for the Town of
Canmore.

I urge you to reject the TSMV proposals.

-- Gerald Duggleby   


