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As a 10 year+ resident of Canmore (indeed, resident of Three Sisters), I wish to provide Town Council with my input with 
respect to the Three Sisters Village and Smith Creek ASP’s. 

Canmore is a special place with a fairly unique combination of physical beauty, community, commerce and, therefore, a 
high resulting quality of life for its residents.  There are strong voices within the community that will always oppose 
development and they will loudly and aggressively protest any development and hold themselves out as protectors of 
the environment doing us all a favor by “fighting the man”. 

The reality however is that in order to maintain what Canmore is, community and commerce need to continue to 
develop and grow as does the need for well-planned housing of all types for an inevitably growing population.  To not 
foster responsible development is effectively choking off the growth of a community.  The true task at hand for 
Canmore is balancing the development with preserving the integrity and vibrancy of the environment and the outdoor, 
active lifestyle that all of us in Canmore enjoy so much.  To me, the current ASP’s do about as good a job as can 
practically be done to achieve that.  In addition, the reality is that to provide a high quality of life and services for its 
residents with things like subsidized bussing, subsidized rec centers, maintained parks and other town services plus 
contribute to provincial responsibilities like healthcare so we can have hospitals and the like takes tax revenue.  Money 
doesn’t grow on the beautiful trees, it has to be brought in by commerce and then used for the quality of life all 
Canmore residents now expect.  The proposed development with both commercial and residential components should 
generate a lot of revenue the town can then put to good use continuing to build and protect what Canmore has 
become. 

As a resident of the Three Sisters area, I want to see the balance of the Three Sisters development area developed with 
a well thought out Master Plan guiding it.  I want more amenities closer to me than downtown and I want more 
accommodation available closer to me for when friends and family visit.  I want to see workspaces developed such that 
we can try to attract a professional community that could offer employment opportunities beyond tourism based, 
relatively low paying jobs.  With the covid driven “work from anywhere” evolution, this is an opportunity we could 
capture.  I do not want to see all future development stymied due to activists.  I do not want to see the project areas 
developed in an “ad hoc” fashion without a Master Plan guiding it.  If the town continually blocks what appears to be a 
well thought out master planned approach that has tried to address the concerns of the community, what happens 
next?  At the end of the day, this is privately held land that was zoned for, and anticipated to be, developed land for 
accommodation and the town is in need of it.  Let’s not frustrate a responsible development and risk being left with 
pieces after the fact. 

Overall, I support the two ASP’s that have been put forward. 

Sincerely, 

Ian Fergusson 
#19, 101 Armstrong Place 


