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GORDON FORD 
March 3, 2021 8:00 PM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Leslie Ford; Gordon Ford
OPPOSED to Bylaw 2021-05 Three Sisters Village ASP and Bylaw 2021-06 Smith Creek 
ASP

To whom it may concern, 

I am the grandson of a Scottish immigrant teamster and his Scottish wife.  My grandfather came to Canada before the 
“war to end all wars” to start a new life as a teamster in Jasper. 

His dreams were interrupted by WWI and he returned to the UK to fight for the allies.  He was recruited in 
Jasper/Edmonton in 1913 by Col. Samuel Maynard Rogers, the first Superintendent of Jasper Forrest (later Jasper 
National Park).  He enlisted in Edmonton at the suggestion of his friend Col. Rogers and travelled to Camp Valcartier 
with him and then “overseas” with other fellow residents of Jasper/Edmonton in 1914.  

On 23 April 1915 he suffered a major gunshot wound at Ypres, Belgium which resulted in a comminuted fracture of the 
right femur. He spent the remainder of the war recuperating and rehabilitating in London, England.  Prior to returning to 
Calgary, Alberta he married my grandmother in Scotland in 1918.  He was honourably demobilized in Calgary, Alberta on 
March 18, 1919. 

After his return to Calgary he settled (with my pregnant grandmother) in Cadomin, Alberta after short stops in Canmore 
and other coal mining towns in the “coal branch”where he worked as a teamster moving coal by horse drawn wagon 
out of the mines and onto railway cars for export “overseas”. 

My father was born in Pocahontas, Alberta on November 19, 1919 in the log Warden’s structure (still standing) by the 
Jasper Park Warden’s wife on his way to the Jasper Hospital. My grandfather and grandmother’s wagon was stopped in 
Pocahontas due to an unexpected November “snowstorm”. 

My father, a first generation Canadian was raised in Cadomin ,a coal mining village and benefited from an outstanding 
“formative education” in a single room school with the same teacher from grades 1 - 12.  

It seems ironic to me that we humans can’t learn from the mistakes of our own history.  Although my family benefitted 
from the economic benefits of coal mining (especially the formative education of my own father which ultimately 
resulted in him becoming a professional engineer and Dean of Engineering at the University of Alberta) we now know 
the serious consequences of coal mining, including the resultant undermining.  My father and now me and my 
generation are horrified that the lessons of the past can’t be learned and are ignored by greedy developers and 
governments. 

Development of areas previously mined such as the proposed Three Sisters Mountain Village (TSMV) could result in 
serious economic consequences for our town, loss of habitat and animal corridors for our migrating wildlife, et cetera. 

However, and most importantly we must also consider the possible and much more severe consequences such as the 
disruption of infrastructure due to “sinkholes”, et cetera, if such development is allowed to proceed.   Rupture of 
underground pipes and other infrastructure carrying heating fuels (natural gas), electricity, et cetera to the homes and 
businesses of the proposed buildings, may lead to explosions, underground fires and ignition of the remaining coal 
seams which is a potential longterm problem that may destroy our entire town. 
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I am very concerned that a development proposal for the TSMV has once again “reared it’s head” in our beautiful town.  
What is wrong with our Council that they have let this issue recur?  We must not allow the greed of developers and local 
governments (who well know all the real and potential risks of this type of risky development) ruin the future of our 
town. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gordon and Leslie Ford 
809 Larch Place 
Canmore, 
AB T1W 1S4 


