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Support for Three Sisters Village

Good Day, 

As a homeowner in Canmore, I am writing today to voice my support for the Area Structure Plans for Three Sisters 
Village and Smith Creek developments. 

I believe it is incumbent upon the current residents of Canmore to ensure our stewardship of the town is both 
responsible and forward thinking. We were fortunate to inherit a town from those before us who developed 
responsibly, beautifully and with a view to balancing the recreational and aesthetic needs and wants of citizens with 
care for the environment and all its creatures. It is not surprising Canmore continues to attract visitors and new 
residents because of the natural beauty, the location to Banff National Park, and the enviable infrastructure and 
amenities we've built.  

As more people come to the valley, we can either accommodate them by continuing the decades-long tradition of 
responsibly managing our growth while adhering to the values passed down to us, or we can attempt to block progress 
and others from sharing in this paradisal community. As a resident, and as tempting as it is, I don't believe we have the 
right to prevent others from sharing what we are also borrowing from the land and from the group of people who call 
Canmore home. It's not ours to stop people from coming here, and since they are coming let's continue the traditions 
that have set this community apart from others by building what is needed, and this includes Three Sisters Village and 
Smith Creek developments. These developments have been planned well, they have adhered to the necessary 
standards, and it is not our right to put up a wall preventing our own growth.  

I understand the position of those opposed; however, we need to be practical in our approach to the direction the town 
is inevitably heading and take control of that force. We cannot stop others from coming - it's not our right, and we don't 
have the ability. Nobody does. Since growth is a given, let's embrace it and shape the town in a direction that improves 
what we already have and continues to attract the visitors that sustain our economy and our people. Some animals may 
be negatively affected by any development. This is true of anywhere, though. We can't expect people to not have a 
footprint whether it is in Canmore, Calgary, or anywhere in between. I can appreciate the appeal of a NIMBY sentiment, 
but I prefer to be open and welcoming of new neighbours, not intimidate them away with anti-growth vitriol. 

I believe - to some extent - most of the residents were attracted to our area in large part due to the infrastructure we 
have and continue to build upon. Any one of us could march into the middle of the forest two valleys over and build a 
hut and live there. We'd be surrounded by the same beauty, the same animals, and leave an insignificant environmental 
footprint. Of course, nobody does this because we prefer living by grocery stores, plowed roads, a hospital, restaurants, 
stores, etc. Since we're attracted to Canmore, surely it's reasonable for others to be attracted to the area as well. It is 
beyond selfish, entitled and arrogant to try to stop others from sharing what we have. Limiting growth has one goal - 
stopping others from coming. Let's be more open than that. Let's embrace a bright future for Canmore...one that is 
inclusive of our new neighbours to be. To this end, we need to continue to build and I believe the Three Sisters Village 
and Smith Creek developments will quickly become cherished areas we are thankful to have.  

Thank you, 

Jeremy Forrest 




