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Catherine Gagnon 
Saturday, February 27, 2021 11:07 AM 
Shared.MunicipalClerk
STOP TSMV letter

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the Three Sisters Mountain Village’s latest development proposals. 

I started coming to Canmore in 2010. Like most of the members of our community, the mountains, the 
outdoors, and the wildlife attracted me to our beautiful mountain town. I have traveled extensively, and lived in 
many beautiful places including the French Alps. I was amazed by how Canmore remained wild, pure , and had 
such a beautiful outdoorsy family community.  

The way Canmore has developed in the last 10 years has been very concerning. There is less and less place for 
our wild life corridors, there are more and more empty houses, and while tourism is a part of our economy, I am 
questionning myself as to what is enough. Are we pushing Canmore's maximum limit? Are we developping too 
much? Are we ruining the fundamentals of why we live here? By pushing the touristic side too much, are we 
destroying what people come to see in the first place? Are we making sights too accessible when they should 
remain wild and require sweat and grit to achieve? I feel like Canmore is now near its maximum capacity and 
we have to accept that. We have to be intelligent and preserve what we have before our eyes that is so easily 
taken for granted.  

For the past three years I have been teaching grade 2 in Canmore. One of our Social Studies units is Canmore in 
the Past. Every year, we honor the land where we are. We acknowledge that this land is part of the treaty 7, an 
aboriginal land. That before we started exploiting it for coal, the Stoney Nakoda tribe was living in comunion 
with its ressources.  We walk from the Engine bridge to West Canmore park and try to find remaining traces of 
the past, following the old train tracks, looking at coal banks near the river, and finishing our walk at the 
Lamphouse. We learn of how mining developed a family community in Canmore, developing its first school 
and Opera House.Gerry Stephenson gave our class great presentations at Quarry lake. Mr Stephenson talked to 
us about the remainders all around us of the mining days, he presented us with pictures of how it destroyed our 
beautiful surroundings, but also on how, if we really wanted to, we could remake peace with nature and 
wildlife. Quarry lake is an amazing example of it, but then again, with all the problems we've been having with 
it last year, we have to ask ourselves: Should we learn from history? Should we protect what we have? Should 
our community, the individuals that live here full time, the ones who pay taxes, be able to enjoy the treasure 
surrounding them without a massive harmful new development?  

As part of our program, we also do a lot of projects with  the Bow Valley Biosphere. Students learn about 
animals and how to share our town with them, because before being our town, it was theirs. Every year  after we 
do these units in class, my 7 year old students have this question: "Madame Catherine, why are we pushing 
animals away with our houses? We don't need that much, and it was first their land." Today, I am returning the 
question to you. We are not coming to Canmore for hotels. We are not here in Canmore for the restaurants. We 
are not coming to Canmore to see thousands of people on main street. We are coming to Canmore because of 
the elk we might see near the river. We are coming here to see our beautiful Three Sisters from Spring Creek. 
We are coming here because of all the hiking, climbing, and proximity to the outdoors. That should be our main 
focus and the development of Canmore should be made around those priorities. Right now, we are doing things 
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backwards. We are not learning from history and we are destroying what is most precious. If 7 year olds can see 
it, I am sure you can! 
 
As you represent the Town of Canmore, I am asking you to listen to its citizens. This community is 
overwhelmingly concerned with the expansion planned by TSMV. The expansion they are asking for risks 
destroying  everything that makes Canmore one of the finest places to live in Canada 
 
Here is what I propose: 
 
- Respecting the wildlife corridors. 
 
- Not building over previously mined out ground. Tax payers shouldn't be paying for lack of judgement, sink 
holes and fiscal responsibility from TSMV. 
 
- Raising taxes for non permanent residents. 
 
- Having paid parking for visitors and free parking vignettes for residents. 
 
- Having commercial buildings in Three Sisters so that the people living there don't always have to commute 
downtown. 
 
- Accepting that Canmore is a small community. As a small mountaim town that is near to full capacity. 10 000 
more units are not acceptable to keep a healthy balance with our surroundings. A smaller number would be 
more realistic and sane. 
 
I hope this message resonates with you and that the future of Canmore will be somethings its residents are 
proud of. 
 
Catherine 


