
Letter from Bruce Gleig - Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs                                    

March 5th, 2021 
 
Re: Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs 
 
Dear Mayor and Members of Town Council, 
 
I appreciate the long-standing efforts of the Town of Canmore to navigate the challenges of managing a 
growing community and to plan appropriately on the Three Sisters lands.  I would like to draw Council’s 
attention to an older foundational document: the 1995 Growth Management Strategy (GMS).  Long 
forgotten by most, this report simply and eloquently captured the community concerns of the day, with 
regard to the potential for overwhelming growth and the changes to the community: 
 

In 2015, Canmore is recognized as an ideal community which has learned how to manage its own 
growth in a very wise and strategic way – for the betterment of all who live in and visit our special 

mountain community. 
 

Source: 1995 Growth Management Strategy Report – Vision of Canmore, 2015 
 
 
I submit that approving these ASPs in their current form would not be managing growth “in a very wise 
and strategic way”.  The scope and the scale of the development proposals on the Three Sisters lands 
are of such a size, with such a massive increase in future population that they will simply overwhelm the 
best-intentioned efforts for planning and management.   
 
While the pandemic years of 2020/21 have been a difficult and challenging time for us all, I do believe 
that they provide us with a window into the future of Canmore.  The high levels of visitation and traffic 
we have seen over the past year are just a hint of the growing wave that is to come.  Many similar 
mountain communities have struggled with the challenge Canmore is facing.  “More growth” has never 
been an effective planning solution for any of them.  The only effective solutions have been to place 
finite limits on growth. 
 
Wildlife 
Wildlife in the Canmore area have been under significant pressure for decades and it is likely that we 
passed tipping points for many species some years ago.  The details of wildlife corridors, fencing, and 
human use management strategies for TSMV are almost immaterial: the size of the development and 
the number of people will simply overwhelm the best-intentioned management efforts.  The Town of 
Canmore’s own 3rd party reviews of the EIS raised serious questions about the viability and effectiveness 
of the proposed management strategies.  It is unrealistic to expect that this valley will remain viable for 
many species given the scope and scale of the proposed future development. Rezoning the Urban 
Growth Boundary and Conservation of Wildlands districts will only worsen these problems.  
 
Environmental Sustainability 
The global climate crisis is based on finite limits and the Town of Canmore has boldly recognized this in 
their declaration of a Climate Emergency.  This proposed development will increase emissions, increase 
unoccupied second homes, increase visitation. This is the very definition of ‘unsustainable 
development’.  Past studies in Aspen Colorado calculated that energy use and GHG emissions from 
second homes far outweighed those from permanent residents.  Is this to be the future of Canmore?  
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Economy 
Canmore has struggled to diversify our economy and in particular to strengthen our commercial tax 
base.  This development in its planned form will not help the community reach these longstanding goals 
to reduce its over-reliance on residential taxes.  Building more residential development will only further 
skew the residential/non-residential tax base ratio.  I am also concerned that the full extent of this 
development will continue to erode the charm of what makes Canmore an attractive place to visit: at 
what point does Canmore cease to be a premier mountain community and simply a sprawling city in the 
mountains? 
 
Community 
Community change is a constant, but the question is one of limits.  This proposal will result in a future 
Canmore that is far past any of the limits or thresholds envisioned in the GMS or Mining the Future 
Vision. As a long time local resident, I have noticed a sharp increase in the number of friends leaving 
Canmore for other communities and other places.  A common question I now hear is “How much longer 
will you be staying here?  Will you leave with the kids are done high school?”  As residents look for the 
exit, real estate developers and speculators rush in to maximize their profits.  
 
 
I encourage Mayor and Council to carefully consider this proposal and the significant future implications 
for this community and the wildlife of the Bow Valley.  Will we manage this growth “in a very wise and 
strategic way”? 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Bruce Gleig 
Resident – Canmore, Alberta. 
 
 
 


