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Mayor John Borrowman, 
Town Council, 
Canmore, AB 
 

Re: Council meeting for March 9, 2021 and TSMV development plan 
 
Dear Mayor Borrowman and Council, 
 

We are writing to table our concern regarding the TSMV proposals, and  
strongly hope that the development will not be approved in its current form! 

 
Since the closing of the coalmines and the renewal of Canmore’s culture and economy, this small 
mountain valley has become a prized destination for outdoor recreation, environmentally sensitive 
practices, and general tourism.  
 
As a by-product of this success, we have the most costly housing in our province, inadequate 
accommodations for service industry staff, the most costly fuel at the pump, and a disproportionately 
high cost of groceries and other necessities of life. Traffic by vehicles (especially pick-up trucks and 
recreational vehicles) considerably negates other environmental initiatives and aspirations.  
 
Other challenges beyond Council’s control include the industrial train traffic and TransCanada highway.  
 
The TSMV is a development that champions more of the least desirable aspects of development 
in the Bow Valley. 
 
Our concerns relate primarily to four issues: 
 

a) The TSMV proposal has too little affordable housing and this affordable housing is poorly 
located for staff working in the service industries. Local transportation, affordable housing, 
waste management and preservation of wildlife are already stressed.  
 

b) The TSMV proposal has been assessed as inadequate to preserve wildlife corridors. 
 

c) The TSMV proposal does not contribute to a long-term environmentally sound development. 
 
d) The TSMV proposal will provide more upscale commonly vacant accommodations and in 

that, it fails to build a robust community. 
 
We already have a substantial portion of upscale housing that is commonly vacant (second 
or third homes). At what stage does the transient, mostly absent community start to erode 
community? 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Clarence and Marie Guenter 
(Canmore home owners since 1978 and permanent residents since 1993.) 
 


