
Dear Town Council,  
 
I am writing to you from a position of absolute disappointment and disgust.  
 
I grew up in Canmore, or what a feel a lot of us remember as the old Canmore. My family moved to town in 
2000 and I can tell you that back then, it was the perfect place to grow up. Every Friday night in the summer, 
my mom and dad would take my brother and I to Quarry Lake to have a picnic dinner and a quick swim and 
we’d spend our weekends camping or hiking. In the winter we would go to Avalanche Movie Co and rent a 
movie or two on Fridays and our weekends were spent cross country skiing or skating. During the school year, 
I would ride my bike to and from school (keep in mind this was from where the Lawrence Grassi Middle 
School is to a street adjacent to Elizabeth Rummel School). The streets in this town were not crowded in the 
summer, the visitors for the most part were respectful, and your slogan, My Canmore, actually meant 
something to those of us who lived here.  
 
Over the years since, I have vivid memories of new building being erected. Even at the young age of 8, I 
remember thinking to myself, it’s nice that we have a Sports Experts and a new grocery store, but where are 
the elk going to go? I remember my aunt and uncle being displaced when the Spring Creek development 
began. I remember when the land where elevation space was bare, when the lad where the shops of Canmore 
stand today was home to deer passing through on their way to greener pastures. I remember when Mara’s was 
the only grocery store in town and the man at the hardware store knew my family by name.  
 
I left for university in Ontario in 2014 and by the time I graduated in 2018 the town that I grew up in no longer 
existed. I understand that you want to make Canmore a town that can thrive off of tourist revenue. But here’s 
the thing, Canmore has grown in popularity because Banff is too busy and too expensive. As members of town 
council, work for the people of this town. You work for the people who have raised their children here. You 
work for the people who have worked their entire lives to afford the houses they reside in. You do not work for 
tourists. I understand that the decision you make about the Three Sister’s Development Project impacts this 
towns economy. However, bringing in big shops into this town has affected small businesses in Canmore 
already.   
 
I was recently asked if I would raise my own family in Canmore and my answer was an emphatic no. Quarry 
Lake is overrun with people on any given day of the week, there are fewer small business in this town that 
remind me of my childhood, the hiking trails are packed full of people who do not know responsible and 
respectful hiking practices, and I cannot imagine having my 8-year-old child ride their bike home from 
downtown anymore safely. Canmore is not Canmore anymore.  
 
Approving the Three Sister Development is several steps backward from where you need to be headed. 
Development does not always mean moving forward. You have already shown how you are not capable of 
making good decisions for this town through your sale of the Moustache lands, which you sold at a loss and 
did not meet your promise on affordable housing. Your website states “Canmore has managed to retain its 
small town, wilderness flavour.” I think you will find throughout this meeting that Canmore has not managed 
this in the eyes of the people who call Canmore home and have called Canmore home for more than 20 years.  
 
We all want to be proud of where we are from, let’s start by not approving the Three Sisters Development Plan 
and taking a step in the right direction towards environmental sustainability so Canmore can continue to be a 
small town that people want to visit.  
 
Regards,  
 
Elisa Hall  
 


