
February 27, 2021 

Dear Municipal Clerk, 

Re: Area Structure Plan By-laws 2021-05 (Three Sisters Village) and 2021-06 (Smith Creek) 

After reviewing municipal documents made available by Bow Valley Engage and listening to experts and 

scientists talk about the wildlife, climate, financial, and undermining issues relating to the development 

associated with the Area Structure Plans (ASPs) for Three Sisters Village and Smith Creek, I have made a 

decision to voice my concerns in the hopes of building on the groundswell of Canmore residents that are 

requesting Town Council not give By-laws 2021-05 and 2021-06 a second reading, and/or that the Area 

Structure Plans associated with the above-noted areas are significantly modified or rejected. 

To be blunt, I do not support: (1) building municipal infrastructure on or in lands with structural 

integrity concerns due to undermining, (2) plans that contravene the existing municipal planning 

documents, (3) development of high-end, empty neighbourhoods with heated homes that contribute 

to the climate crisis, and most importantly, (4) development that further diminishes the ecological 

integrity of the already-fragmented wildlife habitat that remains on the south side of the 

TransCanada.  This is a pivotal decision-making time in Canmore’s history that has the potential to 

irreversibly change our community. 

I’ve lived in Canmore for 25 years, and my concerns are mainly relating to impacts of the proposed 

development on wildlife.  As a community, we take pride in our attempts to be a leader in wildlife co-

existence.  Wildlife is part of the fabric of our identity and as the numbers of each of our flagship species 

diminish, we are poorer for it.   Collectively, the Municipal Development Plan, conservation wildlands 

zoning, and several bylaws were enacted or implemented to protect the character of our community, 

the quality of life of its residents, and to meet our goal of coexisting with wildlife.  This is not the time to 

rush through legacy-making decisions for an entire community in order to appease the interests of a 

single land speculator.   

Going forward, I request two things:  

(a) that in making decisions about the above-noted ASPs, you seriously take into consideration the 

opinion of independent wildlife biologists that have concerns about the impact of the proposed 

ASPs on the viability of the wildlife corridor on the south side of the TransCanada, and/or  

(b) that the readings of these By-laws be delayed until after the fall election to give Canmore 

citizens the chance to vote for a council that best represents each person’s values with respect 

to this community-changing development.   

Sincerely, 

Karen Hanna 
327 Pioneer Road, Canmore 
403-678-7842 


