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Three Sisters Mountain Village ASP's

Mayor Borrowman and Council, 

I’m writing in response to TSMV ASP’s for both the village and Smith Creek. I’m opposed for a multitude of reasons. I 
have not read the Asp’s in their entirety but I have gone through the documents briefly. 

I moved here when I was 18 from Nova Scotia, met and fell in love with a local, we had 4 children together and were 
raising them in a place that was very dear to both of us. Things have since changed as we are no longer raising our 
children here together. Nonetheless, Canmore is my home and my children’s home. I have left a few times in the last 20 
years and it would always circle back to affordability for us. We knew we would never be able to afford to buy here but 
decided that buying a house wasn’t the way to find happiness. 

Average people can barely afford to rent here, let alone find a good-paying job in town without any major education. I 
know people with great education that can still barely survive here. I had always centred my life around being home 
with my children and raising them in a special place, with many opportunities. What I have realized along the way is 
Canmore is changing from the small town I grew to love. Rent has increased exponentially since I moved here in August 
of 2000, but the opportunities in the town range around the same as before perhaps the only difference is when the 
NDP forced the minimum wage up. About 18 months ago, I decided that I was going to move back home with my family 
to Nova Scotia and buy my family home, Canmore was getting stuffier and more elitist, I didn’t want my two youngest 
growing up with a complex about being poor such as my two oldest had experienced. The pandemic happened and it 
felt uncertain to leave town during this upheaval, so we decided to hunker down and stay. The thing is we aren’t really 
poor, I’ve travelled with my children to Asia for a month, we normally get ski passes to Sunshine, we have always been 
able to do the things that we wanted to just not at the usual extravagance of some Canmore families. Where I grew up 
we would have been a normal single-parent family, but in Canmore the land of classism that is not what my children 
have felt, they have been surrounded by kids going on vacations 3-6 times a year, all the best clothes, brand new 
vehicles bought by their parents, all the sports they wanted, university completely paid for. I digress, the divide in 
Canmore is so great that it is getting harder to convince myself of all the reasons why I wanted to be here. 

If the Asp’s are passed in the current form, this will only serve to further compound this situation, creating a divide so 
large that it will be impossible for the regular person to straddle and survive. We need affordable homes, not empty 
second homes; we need development that will not drive taxes up and be passed off on the renter; we need a council 
that will not pass every big development that comes on the radar. Not just thinking about the people and affordability, 
but the animals we have already forced out with our ever-expanding developments, we need to protect the wildlife 
corridors. There should be zero developments approved on undermined land, the cost is too high. We need to think 
about our carbon footprint and how this proposed development does not align with Canmore’s state of climate 
emergency declared in 2019, and the Climate Action Plan. We are suppose to reduce our emissions by 30% below 2015 
levels in 2030. How will this happen with a development of this scale, in car dependent neighbourhoods? We need a 
council that is thinking about the average Canmore family and individual. We need things to change so that the people 
who are working all of the essential minimum wage jobs still have a place to call home without working 2-3 jobs.  

I’m going to University of Calgary this fall, I’m starting to change things for myself so that I can build a better future for 
my children and myself. Will other individuals and families have the same opportunities as myself if the town prices 
them out and they need to move on. I believe deep in my heart that Canmore still can embody the values that most 
people here moved to enjoy, can we change it before it’s too late? Will another family or individual move away from 
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here because of the steep cost on the soul to stay? We need a revisioning plan for the town, one that does not center 
around the developer's pocketbook.  

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. 

Kindest Regards, 

Katrina Hayes 
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