
REJECTION OF TSMV PROJECT ON HISTORICAL & INDIGENOUS LAND
Kendria Herman < Mon 2021-03-08 3:33 PM
To: Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>

I am writing in regards to REJECT the TSMV project. 

I want to start off by stating that I am an indigenous woman native to Alberta. I had also 
lived in Banff town in 2019. With that being clarified I want to address the fact that I as an 
indigenous woman travel frequently to the national park (Canmore & Banff) to get away from 
the over populated city and the destruction/pollution it creates. As an indigenous woman I 
find it very crucial and therapeutic to be able to come to Canmore and enjoy the rich 
ecosystem and the beauty that nature has to offer. With that being said from my personal 
experience I think Canmore is perfect the way it is based on town size and population. 
Canmore is a sacred historical land that is rich in indigenous history as well as other aspects. 
Aboriginal cultures RESPECT & HONOR THE LAND and what it provides us. We do not 
condone disrupting that balance!

Allowing further projects like TSMV that sabotage the ecosystem and interfere with the 
wildlife that reside or pass through is extremely HURTFUL, HUMILIATING & DISGRACEFUL. 

Providing or approving opportunities that cause serious harm or that disrupts the natural 
process of the surrounding forest/land is something that needs to be reassessed and 
refused.

TSMV is solely a money scheme for the higher class to accumulate more revenue and further 
their profits. This is violating the fact that Banff/Canmore being known as a tourist town. 
Tourists come to experience, then they leave. That is the point of being a tourist town NOT 
TO SOLIDIFY OR ACCUMULATE THE PERMANENT POPULATION. By proceeding with the TMSV 
PLANS this will lead to harming the wildlife, the ecosystem but as well as the reputation of 
the town itself by doubling the population and tripling the amount of litter and damage that 
humans ignorantly bring to the town and the surrounding environment. As I previously 
stated, I previously resided & worked in Banff. Through my personal experiences I realized by 
allowing people non-native to Alberta or the towns within it leads to severe issues that entail 
little to no action from authoritative figures to deal with the repercussions of those choices. 
Considering that the town counsel cannot promise firm regulations or actions that maintain 
the health of the town and surrounding environment from litter or damage like wildfires, etc. 
is proof enough that allowing the creation of further projects is just going to cause more 
harm than good. 

We are reaching the year mark of covid-19 and to approve such a project is careless and pure 
ignorance. The government can barely control the covid pandemic and you guys are debating 
if an expansion project is necessary...the answer is ABSOLUTELY NOT! If we as a community 
cannot maintain adequate regulations or control a simple virus from spreading, how do you 
fathom the fact that we can allow or have control of the damage such projects create. 
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Banff National Park is a sacred environment that provides rich shelter for local and 
international wildlife to travel and reproduce. We have no right to begin depriving them of 
that land nor are we entitled to disrupting their ecosystem. We need to maintain the 
corridors as well as continue to protect and respect the forest to ensure that our future 
generations can experience what we have rather than to just know what we once had! The 
future of Canmore and the surrounding lands can all be jeopardized by allowing TSMV to 
continue.  My culture experienced extreme genocide and effects of residential schools all at 
one point thought to be beneficial yet proved the opposite. I lost my family and my culture so 
the last thing I need as a young indigenous woman is to lose the sacred balance of the 
environment, I come to in order to get away from the manmade manipulation we call a city. 

In conclusion I would appreciate for my opinion and my voice on behalf of indigenous people 
be considered and respected. I have very strong beliefs and feelings to continue to preserve 
our park and the current structures in it. I wish to see no expansion that threatens the local 
wildlife. The first thing I learned in my orientation moving to Banff was this statement "Do 
not litter and remember to be aware of your surroundings, this is the wildlife's home and 
we are just visitors". This statement has stuck with me and I hope this stays with you as well 
as the others going into making the final decision. 

Warmest
Kendria Herman
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