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TSMV - Not in support

Hi, I am writing to you regarding the TSMV ASP that is before council this month.  I have researched the issue and 
believe that the ASP in its current form should NOT be approved for the following reasons. 

The area in question has been heavily mined over the past 100 years.  While TSMV claims that advances in technology 
allow them to remediate the area, they and their engineers are only required to hold liability insurance for 2 and 10 
years respectively.  If developed, the town will own the financial liability of failures to municipal infrastructure until the 
end of time.  Past experience has shown us that even a sinkhole under a bike path can cost more than a million dollars 
to repair.  I can't imagine what it would cost to repair a ruptured water or sewer main.  The land in question is a golf 
course because experts at the time all agreed that it was the only thing the land was suitable for.  I'm baffled as to how 
over the course of 20-30 years this land has morphed from unable to support any dwellings, to being capable of 
supporting a small town. 

While I can understand the attraction of increasing our commercial tax base, previously promised commercial space has 
by and large not come to fruition.  For a TSMV ASP to proceed, I believe we as citizens should receive a legally binding 
agreement which guarantees commercial space will be built in tandem with residential space. 

Regarding wildlife and it's movement within our valley, I believe the ASP is deficient.  The proposed wildlife corridor is 
narrower and steeper than science tells us is necessary for us to successfully coexist with wildlife.  I am also concerned 
with the mention of a wildlife-proof fence to keep animals out of residential areas.  While I'm skeptical that they work, 
of greater concern to me is that it will fall to the taxpayers to maintain this structure, in perpetuity.  Additionally, what 
happens when animals get trapped on the wrong side of the fence?  In Banff, Parks Canada have staff that are trained & 
responsible for preventing/managing human-wildlife conflict.  Will Canmore hire someone to remove cougars and bears 
from the wrong side of the fence?   

As I recall, Canmore acknowledged the dangers posed by global warming declared a 'Climate Emergency' several years 
back.  As we know, global warming increases the risk of both flooding and forest fires.  Were a forest fire to threaten 
Canmore, those of us on the South side of the valley would have to evacuate via the bridge to downtown or via Three 
Sisters Parkway.  Unless an additional highway entrance is built, I fail to see how an additional 14,000 people could 
possibly evacuate the area.  While it is human nature to underestimate the probability of such events, you as our 
elected officials have the duty and obligation to plan for such possibilities. 

In summary, I feel the ASP, as presented, will result in Canmore and its taxpayers paying for the privilege of enriching a 
developer. I believe approving this ASP will result in the eventual extinction of large mammals from our valley and 
potentially expose us to ruinous costs associated with damaged infrastructure on undermined lands. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Higgins 


