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Thoughts on Three Sisters Mountain Village Proposal

Mikaela Holthuis <\> Thu 2021-03-11 4:30 PM

To: Council <council@canmore.ca>

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town of Canmore Council,

My name is Mikaela Holthuis and I am a 19-year-old biology student who was born in raised in
Canmore. Although the Three Sisters Development proposals are technically following the Town's
residential and wildlife Bylaws, many aspects are legal but unethical and shortsighted. I know you must
have received hundreds of emails with many reasons why this proposal needs to be changed. For me, I
want to tell you that yes, I am against the proposal for the same reasons as many other Canmore
locals. And this is why: I attend the University of Victoria in British Columbia and already in the very
first ecology class that I have taken, the Three Sisters development was brought up as a case study.
Our town was an example of what happens when tourism and development is valued almost as much
as the wildlife and ecosystem that gives many of us our lives. My school, in a different province, has
now shared with a whole new year of passionate and educated students that our town is about to take
the easy, shortsighted decision. I do not want Canmore to be an example of taking the easy way out,
but an example of valuing recent peer-reviewed research. I want to be proud to say that I grew up in
Canmore, and I want people across Canada and around the world to look at our town and see how we
have taken the path of longevity and ethics. I want to show others that yes, it is possible to both
accept tourism with open arms and maintain a respectful relationship with both the wildlife as well as
the locals who actually maintain it. Mostly, I want others to be taught that Canmore is as respectful
and compassionate to wildlife as we advertise ourselves to be. I don't want to be a case study. 

Sincerely,
Mikaela Holthuis


