
1 

 

To: Municipal Clerk, Canmore, Alberta 

Robert R. Janes, Written Submission, February 21 2021 

Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs 

______________________________________________________________________ 

I am writing to urge you to reject the two ASP’s put forward by the Three Sisters Mountain 

Village land speculators.  

As you well know, fifteen years ago the citizens of Canmore, supported by Town Council, 

undertook a community visioning process called Mining the Future. I participated in that project 

as a citizen and as Chair of the Biosphere Institute of the Bow Valley. The unanimous consensus 

was to avoid a scenario named the “Gates of Wealth”– in which the pursuit of economic wealth 

is prioritized. We are now living in the “Gates of Wealth” and the TSMV land speculators will 

push this scenario to catastrophic heights. 

I urge you to reject this land speculation for the following reasons:  

1. Unacceptable: A new paradigm. Mr. Ollenberger of the TSMV has the audacity to say 

that the two ASPs constitute a new paradigm. The TSMV development proposal is 

classic19th century “Robber Baron” in its approach – exploit everything in the pursuit of 

private wealth and in the process imperil individuals, families, the community’s quality 

of life, and the natural world. The absence of empathy, intelligence, understanding, and 

foresight in these ASPs is unacceptable.  

2. Unacceptable: The proposal’s wildlife corridors will not be functional over the long 

term. The 2020 Alberta Environment and Parks designation falls well short of the 

government’s own earlier guidelines and recommendations, meaning the Town 

councilors will have to use their powers, primarily zoning, to ensure the corridors are 

functional. 

3. Unacceptable: The proposals would unnecessarily contribute to the climate crisis in 

a declared climate crisis community. As a new, massive development – touted as the 

“biggest real estate play” in Canada – what happens on the TSMV lands will shape much 

of Canmore’s contribution to the climate crisis for the next 50 years and more. The 

TSMV ASPs are notably silent on what is actually required to confront this crisis. 
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4. Unacceptable: Undermining risks on some TSMV lands expose the Town and its 

taxpayers to financial liabilities. Despite new provincial undermining regulations 

(2020), the cost of repairing cave-ins or slumps due to undermining will fall to Town 

taxpayers when they occur: a) on TSMV lands that support public infrastructure like 

pathways, roads, water lines, etc., and b) occur 10 years or more after development.   

5. Unacceptable. Changing the status of lands presently zoned for Conservation 

Wildlands. The Smith Creek ASP calls for rezoning over 30 hectares of land presently 

zoned for Conservation of Wildlands so it can be used for residential, industrial, and 

commercial purposes.  Located in the mouth of the ecologically sensitive Wind Valley, 

the parcel – adjacent to and including the Thunderstone Quarry – has been zoned for 

wildlife and wildlands conservation since 1998 and must be kept as such.   

6. Unacceptable. Changing Canmore’s Growth boundary to accommodate an 

expanded development footprint. Canmore’s present growth boundary was set in the 

1998 Municipal Development Plan with the intent that it limit the Town’s development 

footprint and thus help balance development and nature. The growth boundary is there for 

a reason and must remain. 

7. Unacceptable. The Town of Canmore’s public engagement process. The Town of 

Canmore’s process for engaging the public in a decision (that will have lasting impacts 

on the nature and character of the community) remains unacceptable. A decision of this 

magnitude demands wide-ranging public and in-person engagement. The Town has failed 

to do so. 

The time has come for you, as our elected representatives, to act with courage, intelligence, and 

foresight, and direct the TSMV speculators to start over again. Their current plans are a failure 

for all the reasons cited above and more. TSMV must completely rethink their plans in a manner 

that will align with the aims, aspirations, and responsibilities of authentic stewardship, as well as 

the long-term, well-being of Canmore and Bow Valley residents – both human and non-human. I 

also expect a fair and neutral administration as this process unfolds.  

Robert R. Janes, 104 Prendergast Place, Canmore, Alberta T1W2N5 


