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Dear Members of Canmore Town Council:

I am writing to voice my opposition to the extensive development planned according to the
Three Sisters Village Area Structure Plans.  Although I am concerned about placing a lot of
residential development on the severely undermined lands, after listening to the likes of Gerry
Stephenson, my concerns are primarily what I have seen and heard with my own eyes.

Standing on top of Pigeon Mountain and looking down from Skogan Pass and the Wind
Valley into the Bow Valley, you realize just what a challenge it is for our threatened wildlife
species like grizzly bears, wolves and cougars to navigate their way through the Town of
Canmore, which is stretching up both sides of the valley.  I currently live in Peaks of Grassi,
with our home backing directly onto the “Long Valley Wildlife Corridor.”  What a joke! 
Signs have been posted indicating the “wildlife corridor” is closed to humans.  Yet I witness
humans recreating on the closed land each and every single day.  Yes….. hiking, mountain
biking, fat biking, jogging and letting their off-leash dogs run wild.   So a fence around the
proposed new residential areas will not stop an ever increasing influx of humans and off-leash
dogs into the closed-to-humans wildlife corridor.  Signs posted everywhere, warnings of fines,
the distribution of information to households and continuing education by Alberta Parks, the
Town of Canmore and Bow Valley Wildsmart has done nothing to stop the intrusion of
humans and their pets into these sensitive areas.  A fence and more signage certainly won’t
stop them.  This is bound to have a major effect on the stressed wildlife populations of the
important wildlife species that the Bow Valley is famous for.   I fear for the future of these
animals, especially grizzly bears.   I know the primary purpose of the fence is to keep the
wildlife out of the built up areas.  But that is a very unproven strategy.  We all know bears and
cougars and elk have no problems with getting over an eight foot fence.

Another bone of contention is that these official “wildlife corridors” are not what the animals
want to use, nor what many of them actually use.  They use the unofficial wildlife
corridors…… the hydro line, Quarry Lake and environs,  right along the Bow River on both
sides and of course, to a large extent, the “unfinished golf course."  Before moving to Peaks of
Grassi, I lived in Prospect Heights, with our condo backing on to Three Sisters Parkway.  The
tiny strip of land from our back door to the steep embankment of Three Sisters Parkway, all
off about 5 metres in width,  was a very, very active wildlife corridor.  On a weekly basis, elk,
deer and coyotes would stream past our back door.   On a less frequent basis, other wildlife
including bears, would wander by.  A neighbour encountered a cougar, not in the official
“wildlife corridor” but on the recreational trail, beside Three Sisters Parkway, on his early
morning commute.   Also, the animals would flow throw West Canmore Park on the other side
of our development.  Throwing up more intense development in the valley bottom will be very
harmful to wildlife, fence surrounding it or not.

My final issue is with the extension of the Town of Canmore’s footprint all the way to
Deadman’s Flats.  The terrible linear development of Canmore to-date has largely been the
result of planning decisions made decades ago, before we knew better.  NOW, we know
better.  Sound urban planning involves infill and increasing the density within a community’s
footprint.  It is being compact, to reduce the costs of providing services.  It is being compact
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because we are in a climate emergency.  It is being compact to be walkable and bikeable.  
Although the area structure plan boasts of being walkable and bikeable, the reality will be very
different.  There is much research to prove that residents will walk or bike to destinations if
they can be reached within 15 minutes (link).  Although the new development will have some
amenities like shops and schools, the majority of amenities will still be in downtown Canmore,
for which residents will depend heavily on their cars.  The recreational trails that meander
through town are designed for recreation and they certainly meander.  They are not ideal for
active transportation.  Although the public transit in Canmore is commendable, there is not the
density to support a more robust public transit system with better scheduling and better routes. 
As some of you know, I have been a champion for active transportation through my efforts
with the Community Cruisers for many years.  I was also a champion for “biking all winter”,
being a one car family for the first seven years of living in Canmore.  But two winters ago, I
gave up on that as the winter road maintenance is not anywhere near what it needs to be, for
the community to be labelled “bike friendly".  Sadly, we are now a two car family again. 
Once you have that second car, it is so easy to use it rather than bike.   Again,  now we
KNOW better about creating sustainable, climate friendly, walkable, bikeable communities. 
This planning decision will be YOUR legacy.  

Please turn down the Three Sisters Mountain Village Area Structure Plans in favour of the
original plans, which called for much less urban sprawl and much more room to co-exist with
wildlife and give them the intact wildlife corridors, official and unofficial, that are so
important to them and important to so many Canmore residents.

Thank you,

Mandy 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcanmore.ca%2Fresidents%2Fstewardship-of-the-environment%2Fclimate-change-adaptation-plan&data=04%7C01%7CJohn.Borrowman%40canmore.ca%7C1f4d715da99e4f676d0008d8d1515971%7C5be4d9ec982245ed96d47d162ffab3bd%7C1%7C0%7C637489495066496700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=grt7oFwp5dyrFw0HyouiY5%2BpVGPuMsDwfFn5WESu%2Fns%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwaterloo.ca%2Fenvironment%2Fsites%2Fca.environment%2Ffiles%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2Fdensityhousing_2_centres_leanage_filion.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJohn.Borrowman%40canmore.ca%7C1f4d715da99e4f676d0008d8d1515971%7C5be4d9ec982245ed96d47d162ffab3bd%7C1%7C0%7C637489495066506647%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=oBX4GxQLsjqE5ONjKJ3DAjOsJ8tqUTbAQFBzEgViPTU%3D&reserved=0

