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Lanice Jones 
February 21, 2021 8:48 PM
John Borrowman; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna 
McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk and the Town Council 

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Villageâ€™s latest development proposals. I have 
been a home owner in Canmore since 2004 and have been lucky enough to live here since 2013. I attended and was 
engaged in discussing and protesting the proposed development in 2018 and I am also involved in protesting the 
proposed TSMV development.  

I appreciate that cities do need to develop, adhering to principles guiding safety of their citizens, environmental 
sustainability locally and in the global context and quality of life for all people who live and visit. The proposed TSMV 
development does not meet these guiding principles, yet enlightened mountain communities elsewhere demonstrate 
that it can be done. 

Visiting cities of similar size in Switzerland, (Zematt, Sas Faee) electric rapid transit provides transport from the outskirts 
of the cities to the city center, and private cars are banned. Yet with TSMV, people will have to drive to downtown 
Canmore, further increasing green-house gas production and fighting for limited parking space. This is not sustainable, 
not doubling the size of Canmore with no plan to manage the environmental impact of double the number of cars, the 
number of people on the limited shopping streets. 

I lived in a small town in B.C. for 13 years, and watched the community grow and expand. The increasing population was 
ripe for Big Box stores, which in no time, shut down the smaller grocery stores, smaller hardware, clothing, and liquor 
stores. If the population doubles in Canmore, the Big Box stores will be seeking this market, with the inevitable closure 
of many citizen owned and operating businesses that are the heart and soul of Canmore.  

As a physician, I have practiced in Canmore and Banff for three of the last 7 years, the rest of the time working for 
Doctors Without Borders or for Nunavut. There are no women physicians in Canmore currently taking new patients, and 
I have friends who continue to travel to Calgary as they don't have a physician here that they are comfortable seeing. 
What is the plan for this with doubling the population? 

Applying for an online blood test in the Canmore Hospital required a week or more of waiting, as no appointments were 
available. Should the population double, assuming some of the housing units will be for citizens who choose to live here, 
not commute on weekends for recreation, this will drastically affect the need for primary care physicians. This will 
impact our colleagues working in orthopedics, general surgery, opthalmology, and in fact all specialties, as these doctors 
have a commitment to provide care for Bow Valley citizens. Is there any plan to double the needs of medical and 
surgical care in Canmore and Banff? How will the hospital cope with this population increase? What are the long-term 
plans for long-term care facilities? Day cares?  

To my dismay in September 2020, my dog dug down in my back-yard and unearthed a gaping hole, 2 meters down and 2 
meters across, which turned out to be an ancient septic tank. I contacted the town, had it inspected, and had the hole 
filled with clean gravel and top soil. I know how frightening it is to discover that the ground my home is on, contained a 
hidden and unsuspected hole, dangerous to humans and animals if one were to have fallen in. I can't imagine any 
governing organization to allow homes to be built on unsafe ground, with the possibility of slumping,collapse, methane 
gas, or underground fires.  
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While my concerns are more personal, I am aware of the conflict with the Municipal Development Plan, the wildlands 
zoning and expanding the Urban growth Boundary into the mouth of the Wind Valley. These issues are vitally important 
to me as a citizen in Canmore, hoping to live and die here in the fullness of time. I hope to see Elk along the river valley 
walks, as I did just yesterday. I hope to hear coyotes, to see eagles, osprey, elk, deer, bear, and once, I was lucky enough 
to see a cougar in Kananaskis. I want to live in harmony with wildlife as best as we are possible. I want to be able to to 
walk downtown and feel like I am in my community, not a busy recreation facility for Calgary weekenders.  

I purchased the two-bedroom bungalow that I live in, on 2nd St and 6th Avenue in 2004, and once I could afford to 
make improvements, I kept the original home, but added insulation, siding, a new roof and an unheated but insulated 
garage, practicing my firm commitment to adhere to keeping my environmental footprint as small as possible. It breaks 
my heart to see these monster developments with glory homes going up, completely ignoring every citizen's 
responsibility to live in such a way to provide sustainability for all.  

I ask you this - is the proposed developer contented to live in an 800 square foot bungalow? Is he contented to walk to 
the grocery store, to the post-office, to the dentist and doctor's office in his community? Or is living in a glory home, a 
monstrosity with a huge environmental footprint, willfully blind to the impact and responsibility that each and every 
citizen of Canmore and all of the developed world have to provide sustainable living for all people and species?  

Sincerely, 

Lanice Jones B.Sc, MD, DTMH, FCFP 637 2 St Canmore AB T1W 2K2 lkjones@shaw.ca 

-- Lanice Jones  
lkjones@shaw.ca  


