
1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lauren Kepkiewicz 
March 9, 2021 9:33 PM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Letter of Opposition: TSMV Smith Creek Area Structure Plan and Village Centre Area 
Structure Plan Amendment

Dear Council, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Smith Creek Area Structure Plan and Village Centre 
Area Structure Plan Amendment. I have been working as a researcher on food systems issues in the Bow 
Valley for the past three years, including as a postdoctoral associate at the University of Calgary. Based on my 
research as well as my own experiences in the Bow Valley, I am deeply concerned that the current TSMV 
proposals will greatly exacerbate inequities in our community.

In relation to food more specifically, my concerns include: 
 Three Sisters is already a food desert - an area in which it is difficult to buy affordable, fresh, and

healthy food. While TSMV’s proposed ASPs designate areas for commercial space which could include 
a grocery store, this is not guaranteed and past developments suggest it’s not a priority. 

 Food insecurity is an issue in Canmore including in Three Sisters neighbourhoods. 98.6% of
respondents of a recent survey said that the cost of food is a key issue in Canmore. TSMV's proposals 
will likely increase the cost of food, exacerbating food insecurity. We already know that people in our 
community face the choice between paying for rent or paying for food and that often food is the 
expense that gets cut. I implore you not to respond with the sentiment that "if you can't afford to live 
here, then you should move on." According to my research food insecure households (i.e. those who 
can't afford adequate amounts of healthy nutritious foods) are often those who work essential service 
jobs and hospitality jobs - they are essential to our Town and should not be left with the choice of rent 
or food. Furthermore, research shows that food insecurity is also present within households that have 
what would be traditionally considered middle income jobs. TSMV promises of affordable housing are 
completely insufficient and will only further increase inequity and food insecurity in our community. 

 I believe in development that increases all community members’ ability to feed themselves, including
those which diversify our town’s economy, create stable well-paying jobs, and increase housing 
security. I do not believe TSMV proposals meaningfully address any of these issues and are likely to 
exacerbate them. 

 I am concerned that the TSMV proposal will compromise our Town's Treaty 7 responsibilities in
relation to Indigenous hunting rights by constraining wildlife movement through the Bow Valley. If we 
are to meaningfully work towards reconciliation, we need to ensure we are meeting and upholding our 
treaty responsibilities. 

Council has the legal ability to say no to these proposals. Please use your vote to ensure that these proposals 
do not move forward. 
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Sincerely 

 
 
Lauren Kepkiewicz, PhD (she/her), 1413 1 Ave Canmore AB, T1W 1M6 
 
Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Geography, University of Calgary 
2500 University Dr. NW, Calgary AB, T2N 1N4, Canada 
 

 


