
Where is Our Moral Compass? 
 
To our precious Mayor and Town Council : - )) 
 
This letter was originally written a few late nights ago, with an intention of sending it to our 
local papers … In hearing from a dear friend (very thankfully) the impressive volume of letters 

that are being written and sent to you, it is clear to me that you are the precious party to whom 
it is to be delivered … Please forgive me for not re-writing it specifically for you … The essence 

of it is completely intact … 
 

Godspeed to you in stopping this mammoth beast!  I am beyond-words grateful, that you are 
our Mayor and our Town Council … 

 
*** 

 

Fellow Citizens of Canmore, and those who visit this one-of-a-kind valley and read our local 
newspapers, 

 
I am in unequivocal disagreement with the proposed Three Sisters Mountain Village 

development … 
 

Have we forgotten that we are privileged to live in a Wildlife Corridor?  We are all visitors here, 
stewards at best of this delicate balance of humans amidst wildlife … 

 
We have already overrun this balance, this capacity for ecological equilibrium in our swelling 
human presence … 
 
When and where does gluttony end, and respectful co-existence begin? 
 
I myself was among those local residents who have in recent years found ourselves in a housing 
crisis … I now live and work in a small apartment in Three Sisters, a space that is generously 
expansive by all relative standards in most parts of this world … It is less than 700 square feet … 

This is ample for fulfilling all of my ‘needs’ … Beyond this would enter into ‘wants’, wants that 
are often mis-presumed by many humans as being needs … 
 
We humans have already wreaked havoc with the delicate balance of our life support system, 
this being ecology, all aspects of it, on a global scale … 
 
It is time for us, individually and collectively, to ‘grow up’ into our response-ability, to be 
respectful of all life, of which we are privileged to be a part …  

 
The very essence of living in ‘respect-as-a-way-of-being’ must rapidly (re) become the 

foundation out of which all of our human existence arises … Ancient cultures knew and 



honored this … Respect of self, respect of others, respect of this precious environment, respect 
of all life … Nothing less than this will ensure our species’ survival … 
 
Anyone who has seen David Attenborough’s “witness statement” A Life on Our Planet will know 
that our very own species’ future is now fully in question … Some of us have known this for 
years … Our ‘window-of-necessity’, in which to shift the course of our human gluttony to 

respect and (re) balance, is very very slim … 
 

There is absolutely zero ‘need’ in the proposed Three Sisters Mountain Village development … 
None … Please forgive me, if I am missing something significant? 

 
It is vital that we, as citizens of this sacred place, living here as a privilege, unite our Voices with 

our Conscience and say no … No no no and no … 
 

There is no ‘later’ … There is no ‘someone else will fix our mis-steps, and be response-able, in 

lieu of us’ …  
 

“We are the ones we’ve been waiting for” … This eloquently essential statement is implored to 
us, in the Hopi Elders’ Prophecy … 

 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. 

Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” … This profound ‘echo’, arises from the seminal 
wisdom of anthropologist Margaret Mead … 

 
I heard as a teenager, that when one person raises their voice, it represents at least a hundred 
others …  
 
Many people feel afraid to speak what they truly feel … Courage, my friends … I for one will 
hear and respect you … 
 
Now is the time, not later, as there is no ‘then’ … There is, very really, only this now …  
 

Someone said to me recently, “It’s very hard to put the lid back on Pandora’s Box” … The 
proposed Three Sisters Mountain Village development is such a Pandora’s Box … There is no 
going back, once we humans have blindly let loose our ‘wants’, above the wholistic integrity of 
our respectful needs …  
 
This development must not proceed …  
 
Please stand in your conscience, raise your own voice, and join those of us who are speaking 

from our passionate concern for humanity’s future, to say ‘no’ … 
 

Regardless at what ‘scale’ you perceive this very delicate balance exists within, local to global, 
your voice, now, matters … 



 
From my heart, as this is where I feel this care from, and from the very cells of my being, as this 
is where I know, that we must not be fool-hardy, and make this mis-step … 
 
Ariole K. Alei 
 

Canmore citizen, global citizen, Executive Life and Leadership Coach, plus 30 years all in pro 
bono dedication on a global scale of caring deeply for this sacred planet and all life upon it 

 
 


