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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Julie Lamoureux 
March 3, 2021 10:11 PM
John Borrowman; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna 
McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk, 

I am very concerned about the Three Sisters Mountain Village's development proposals, I am flabbergasted both that 
TSMV were audacious enough to submit such a flawed proposal, and saddened that it unanimously passed first reading 
by council.  

My primary concern is the impact it has on the wildlife corridor. No wildlife specialist who a) is genuinely concerned 
about the well being of wildlife and b) who is not in the employ of TSMV, supports it. I was one of the people who 
attended town hall when the UCP government allowed such shameful changes to the wildlife corridor, and I am 
disgusted that we have a government that acted with such a lack of integrity. Supporting the proposed changes to this 
wildlife corridor is equally shameful.  

Town Council has been forward-minded when it comes to discussing climate change--so it is difficult to understand why 
such a large proposal, without an appropriate plan for evacuation of 14000 extra residents, would even be considered. 
What I have NOT heard being talked about is how the changes to the wildlife corridor would affect wildlife trying to flee 
a wildfire. Are they supposed to take turns going through the vastly increased pinch points? I don't like to imagine what 
hundreds of terrified animals, being pressed against TSMV's "wildlife fences," as they try to escape an inferno might 
look like, but we got a good idea as to how it looked when we saw massive segments of Australia burning last year. We 
may think that our sensitive species have stable populations--but, with so many species concentrated in such a small 
range relative to the range they once inhabited--a wildfire could soon change that.  

As we come into a time of more extreme weather due to climate change, it is not just humans that will need to deal 
with it's effects--wildlife will bear the brunt of it, trying to survive long dry periods, shorter winters, less stable water 
supplies and the lack of food that is sure to result. Further limiting their ability to move between habitats will make 
survival--already peppered by difficulties with human interaction--even more challenging.  

Sprawl is not just the enemy of the natural world, it is the enemy of town infrastructure and finances. I have lived in 2 
cities (Winnipeg and Calgary) and the sprawl that continues to happen there is not positive in any way--and, as far as I 
know NEITHER of those cities had the poor judgement to build on UNDERMINED land. The lack of foresight that allows 
such sprawl is not forgivable anywhere, but especially not within as delicate, and up until recently as relatively 
undisturbed ecosystem as the Bow Valley. The fact that TSMV wants to build on undermined land suggests the level of 
quality that they wish to contribute to Canmore.  

If Canmore needs to grow we need to do it in a way that does not increase its footprint--or at least, definitely not in as 
dramatic a way. Building up (and doing so to increase density, not to add massive windows and ceilings to 2 million 
dollar homes), adding suites to existing residences, disallowing mega-homes on massive lots, discouraging or disallowing 
absentee owners, and using space WITHIN the town's current footprint--are the right way to go.  

It's discouraging that our town would rather jeopardize our wildlife and wild spaces than take the necessary stand and 
say "the homes in our town are for people who LIVE here and contribute to our community." Not only would this 
protect wildlife, it is the best way to ensure that homes in Canmore stay somewhat affordable--which they currently are 
not.  
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ANY increase in Canmore's footprint should be affordable housing, and done in a manner that the effect to the 
environment is minimized to a degree that satisfies experts who actually CARE about wildlife and the environment (and 
who have not been bought and paid for by a developer). At the very least the proposal requires SIGNIFICANT 
alterations.  

There WILL come a time where Canmore (and towns like it) will have to say, "that's it, we're full." The town's outcry 
about TSMV is NOT just a matter of "people in Canmore like to complain and don't like change" --this is a situation 
where people are coming together to address a very real threat and a significant wrong. The fact that it is being forced 
through during a global pandemic where people have little energy to stop and take notice--well, it is no less disgusting 
than the UCP's government to quietly allow coal mining in our province.  

Changes have to happen in Canmore. It needs to become MORE affordable. It's current LACK of affordability means real 
planning needs to happen to ensure a healthy community. And ALL planning has to happen in a way that respects our 
natural world, especially given the reality of climate change.  

TSMV's proposal provides NONE of that and not to see that is absurd. 

In my lifetime I have never had a political proposal disturb me as profoundly as this iteration of TSMV's plan does. Given 
the size of the Bow Valley and the environmental sensitivity of the region this proposal is epic in scale, and I am 
incredulous that such an important, impactful project has the potential to go forward with the green light of so few 
people. I have truly never understood the implications of politics until now--and frankly I am terrified.  

I am begging you to please listen to the people in this valley, and to the people who have written in from other places 
who love this valley or the ecological diversity it contains. They are saying "NO." 

This proposal cannot go through in it's current iteration because there is so much wrong with it that it breaks my heart 
to know that even ONE human out there thinks it's ok. 

Please do the right thing and reject this proposal.  

(And to ensure I don't invalidate my heartfelt email, please find the following below:  

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Villageâ€™s latest development proposals. As I hope 
youâ€™re aware, they conflict with several guiding documents for our community, including the Municipal 
Development Plan, conservation wildlands zoning, and several bylaws. Collectively, these were put into place to protect 
the character of our community, the quality of life of its residents, and to meet our goal of coexisting with wildlife. They 
include:  

1. TSMVâ€™s request to expand our Urban Growth Boundary which is meant to limit our footprint and to ensure a 
balance between nature & development, especially in a sensitive area like the mouth of the Wind Valley (1998 
Municipal Development Plan); 

2. TSMVâ€™s request to rezone ~33 ha of Conservation Wildlands to urban development, also in the sensitive 
mouth of the Wind Valley (1998 Land Use Bylaw); 

3. TSMVâ€™s misrepresentation of the bylaw for a 300-450m-wide open space setback adjacent to an otherwise 
too narrow wildlife corridor above the unfinished golf course (Sections 14.16.4.1(b) & (c) Canmore Land Use 
Bylaw)). This came about due to the 2002 Golder Report, which was a jointly commissioned study by the Town 
of Canmore and TSMV; 

4. Doubling of the number of remaining residential units allowed to be built on TSMV lands as per Bylaw 1-98, 
Section 14.9.2.4. The bylaw states up to 3447 more units can be built however TSMVâ€™s plans call for 6750 
more units (and this doesnâ€™t even include a possible 3100 additional secondary suites and 420 PAH units). 
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I believe Town Council was elected to uphold foundational plans and bylaws like this, not to change them when a global 
health pandemic prevents meaningful community consultation and discussion. Please stay the course; this is not the 
time to rush through legacy-making decisions for an entire community in order to appease the interests of a single land 
speculator.  

Sincerely, 

Julie Lamoureux 9 Woodside Lane Canmore T1W1T1 403-465-1709 

-- Julie Lamoureux  
julielmx@gmail.com 


