
To: Mayor Borrowman and Councillors Comfort, Hilstad, Marra, McCallum, Sandford 
and Seeley  
 
Regarding: BYLAW 2021-05 THREE SISTERS VILLAGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN 
BYLAW 2021-06 SMITH CREEK AREA STRUCTURE PLAN 
 
I would ask that council adopt a great deal of caution before accepting any changes or additions 
to the present wildlife corridors in the TSMV plan. This caution is based upon personal 
experience working professionally in ungulate research.  It was determined from the result of this 
research that ungulates such as elk learn over a period of time to remember the movement 
corridors. This memory is then passed on to their progeny. As older members of the group 
disappear this task of remembering falls to the younger ungulates to guide the group to seasonal 
habitats. In the context of the TSMV plan which advocates not only changes to wildlife corridors 
but also the creation of new ones, one can envision hazards that could befall a local ungulate 
group.  For example, certain corridors are changed and the members of the herd with only old 
corridor information survive, these members of the group become unable to lead others to 
essential habitats. In a difficult winter this group could succumb to this lack of information.  I 
realize that in time ungulates will learn new routes but this does take time and in some cases that 
time may not be available for the herds survival. TSMV’s plans do not provide for the scenario I 
have presented and this represents a survivability risk to local wildlife. 
 
The disregard presented here for wildlife is representative of TSMV’s lack of concern and safety 
for the people and the environment in the Bow Valley. 
 
Thank you for listening to my concerns. 
 
Eric Langshaw, former park warden in charge of wildlife research, Yoho National Park and 
Canmore resident for 28 years. 


