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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

carey lees 
February 17, 2021 10:49 PM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Fwd: Concerned about doubling Canmore

Hello, 

I would like to have the letter below be counted as part of the Town of Canmore’s upcoming Public Hearing on March 9 
regarding the TSMV’s ASP proposals. 

Thank you, 

Carey 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Carey Lees  
Date: January 25, 2021 at 11:18:15 AM MST 
To: john.borrowman@canmore.ca, rob.seeley@canmore.ca, jeff.hilstad@canmore.ca, 
esme.comfort@canmore.ca, karen.marra@canmore.ca, joanna.mccallum@canmore.ca, 
vi.sandford@canmore.ca, council@canmore.ca, bowvalleyengage@gmail.com
Subject: Concerned about doubling Canmore 

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors, 

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Village’s latest development 
proposals. As I hope you’re aware, they conflict with several guiding documents for our community, 
including the Municipal Development Plan, conservation wildlands zoning, and several bylaws. 
Collectively, these were put into place to protect the character of our community, the quality of life of 
its residents, and to meet our goal of coexisting with wildlife. They include:  

1. TSMV’s request to expand our Urban Growth Boundary which is meant to limit our footprint
and to ensure a balance between nature & development, especially in a sensitive area like the
mouth of the Wind Valley (1998 Municipal Development Plan);

2. TSMV’s request to rezone ~33 ha of Conservation Wildlands to urban development, also in the
sensitive mouth of the Wind Valley (1998 Land Use Bylaw);

3. TSMV’s misrepresentation of the bylaw for a 300-450m-wide open space setback adjacent to an
otherwise too narrow wildlife corridor above the unfinished golf course (Sections 14.16.4.1(b) &
(c) Canmore Land Use Bylaw)). This came about due to the 2002 Golder Report, which was a
jointly commissioned study by the Town of Canmore and TSMV;

4. Doubling of the number of remaining residential units allowed to be built on TSMV lands as per
Bylaw 1-98, Section 14.9.2.4. The bylaw states up to 3447 more units can be built however
TSMV’s plans call for 6750 more units (and this doesn’t even include a possible 3100 additional
secondary suites and 420 PAH units).

I believe you were elected to uphold foundational plans and bylaws like this, not to change them when 
a global health pandemic prevents meaningful community consultation and discussion. Please stay the 
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course; this is not the time to rush through legacy-making decisions for an entire community in order to 
appease the interests of a single land speculator.  

Canmore is already struggling to handle large numbers of visitors during peak periods, as the plan for a 
new paid parking program clearly indicates. This problem will only continue to escalate as the local 
population continues to grow. We live in one of the most beautiful places in the world and should 
therefore be fighting tooth and nail to protect and preserve it for future generations rather than exploit 
it for monetary gain.  

Many people choose to live in Canmore because they have a deep reverence for the land and want to 
be part of a smaller community. If this town is allowed to double in size, that sense of community will 
be lost and the natural world will suffer the physical degradation of increased human traffic brought 
about by tone-deaf and irresponsible development.  

We have already seen the extremely troubling results of TSMV’s previous project which scarred the 
mountainside. Why didn’t they remove the paved trails, wooden fences, and piles of gravel from the 
abandoned golf course and return the land to its previous condition? It is clear that environmental 
conservation and protection is not a priority or concern. What if they once again decide that their 
current project is no longer financially viable? Will they tear up even more land only to leave it in ruins 
for years to come? 

We need to cap our population now and adopt eligible residency as they have done in Banff. Otherwise, 
the beauty of this place will be destroyed and massive second homes, which sit silent and dark for the 
majority of the year, will continue to be built and will forever be out of reach for average income locals.  

Please listen to the people who live and work in Canmore and call this place their home. Protect us and 
this beautiful area from becoming over-populated and effectively destroyed. Give future generations 
the opportunity to experience the great physical, mental, and spiritual benefits of being surrounded by 
and connected to the natural world, the opportunity to realize that there are other ways of living and 
being that far outweigh the corporate, capitalist, and material alternatives.  

Sincerely, 

Carey Lees 

-- Carey Lees  
careyannelees@gmail.com 


