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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Richard/Angie Lewanczuk/Estey 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:53 PM
John Borrowman; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna 
McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk, 

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Villageâ€™s latest development proposals. I 
am an expert in healthy communities and while I and my wife oppose the proposed development for all the 
reasons listed in the Bow Valley Engage website, I would particularly like to provide my perspective as an 
expert in healthy communities. 

An ideal community provides its residents with wellness. This includes factors such as housing security, food 
security, social connections, transportation, education, a clean environment, a public voice, health and other 
factors. In an ideal community, mutually supportive relationships exist between neighbors and between all 
community members - the so-called "sense of community". This community cohesion creates a sense of 
belonging which is important for mental and physical health. We know that social isolation is a major 
contributor to poor mental, emotional and physical health. In fact, research in Alberta demonstrates that social 
isolation and loneliness are the greatest predictors of hospitalization in seniors, far surpassing physical factors. 
Similarly, as highlighted during the Covid crisis, many people have needs related to social determinants of 
health, which can be addressed by neighbors or a strong local social fabric. There is a large and growing body 
of research supporting the need for, and benefit of, cohesive communities and social interaction. Municipal 
governments such as in the City of Edmonton therefore directly support initiatives such as the Abundant 
Community program, designed to create a sense of belonging and cooperation between residents of 
neighborhoods and down to the level of city blocks. This program is spreading to Calgary. With the addition of 
temporary residents, the permanent resident population is diluted, leading to this potential for social isolation. 

With even the large cities recognizing the need for neighborliness and social connection, it is distressing to hear 
of the TSMV development proposal. This development would largely add second residences to the community 
rather than permanent residents. This would be extremely detrimental to the social fabric of Canmore turning a 
residential community with the above-noted positive attributes into a weekend recreational town such as 
Whistler or Mt. Tremblant. This would destroy the soul of the community. Would the vacation or weekend 
residents care about the homeless people parked behind the Save-on-Foods store? Would they even know they 
exist? Would the temporary residents care about family violence problems and the actions of agencies such as 
the YWCA in supporting the victims of family violence? Would they know about food insecurity in the Valley 
and the work of the United Church and Bow Valley Primary Care Network? Would they appreciate the issues 
around affordable housing? Or would they just show up Friday night, party all weekend, and leave the 
permanent residents to address all the social issues come Monday morning? 

While there is nothing wrong with visitors or temporary residents, the ratio of these individuals to permanent 
residents needs to be balanced. This would not occur under the TSMV development proposal. 

Our elected representatives are in their positions to support the needs and wishes of the Canmore citizens. It is 
their duty to act in the best interests of the citizens. My wife and I strongly believe that the proposed TSMV 
proposal would be detrimental to the well-being of the residents of Canmore and pose additional environmental, 
safety and financial risks which have been highlighted through a number of sources. As property owners in the 
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TSMV, we therefore strongly oppose the current development proposal and would hope that our elected 
representatives reflect our views in discussions and decisions regarding the TSMV proposal. 

Respectfully, 

Richard Lewanczuk MD, PhD Angela Estey 

Sincerely, 

-- Richard/Angie Lewanczuk/Estey  
rlewancz@shaw.ca 


