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Re: OPPOSED to Bylaw 2021-05 Three Sisters Village ASP and Bylaw 2021-06 Smith Creek ASP 

Dear Mayor Borrowman & Members of Council 

As always, thank you for your public service to our community and for your interest and dedication to make 

Canmore a special place in the world.  Thank you for considering my thoughts. 

The Legacy Your Decision Leaves Behind 

Canmore is at a significant juncture in thousands of years that have passed and the thousands of years yet to be.  

The decision about development in our valley will transform what was, to what will be.  As our elected officials, as 

the board of governors of our community, I ask that you weigh diligently and carefully the decisions that will put 

into motion, the future, that cannot be changed.  Here is what I hope you choose to do.  

Say NO to the proposal from TMSV 

• You have the power and authority under the MDA to make the decision to oppose this request by TSMV. 

• You are accountable and responsible to the community of taxpayers not to one taxpayer. 

• You are not responsible to make a business decision by a private company “work” for them. 

o As a developer, they chose to purchase land knowing it was not approved for the type of project they 

have proposed; this is the risk of doing business.  It is not up to the rest of the community to fix this 

decision for them. 

• You have declared a climate emergency – approving this proposal would be in direct conflict. 

• You have acknowledged there is an issue and significant negative impact for our community with over-

tourism; doubling the size of Canmore will only make this worse  

• You have an accountability and responsibility to not bring harm nor liability to our town and its taxpayers. 

o You have been well informed, over many years, by many experts, that the undermining creates a 

huge risk for development. 

o Canmore is a community that cares and has a heart – we do not want people to be harmed in the 

future nor do we want to incur any costs assigned by liability even if the province underwrites this – 

Canmore taxpayers are also Alberta taxpayers. 

o There is an important message when an international firm like Price Waterhouse, withdraws a similar 

development proposal when learning of undermining issues; they are in the business of making 

money and to walk away speaks volumes of the risk of developing this land. 

o Taxpayers do not want the legacy of higher taxes because of infrastructure and other needs with such 

a sizeable development. 

• You can protect a critical wildlife corridor – give this up and you give up on our wildlife and increase wildlife-

human encounters. 

• You can stop this never-ending process that eats up time and resources by passing a motion to declare that 

the land in question is not permitted to be developed for residential use. 

• You have stated, Mr. Mayor, that you do not want Canmore to become another Vale – so don’t let it 

Say YES to an alternative 

• Approve development of this land for a golf course or alternate recreational use; we need more recreational 

spaces because of over-tourism and the growth in our town. 

• Approve limited commercial development to support a new golf course/ recreational area and the newer 

residential areas that exist in Three Sisters. 

Do not be bullied into a decision, thinking your hands are tied.  They are not. 

 There is only one chance to make the right decision - forever 
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Re: OPPOSED to Bylaw 2021-05 Three Sisters Village ASP and Bylaw 2021-06 Smith Creek ASP 

Dear Mayor Borrowman & Members of Council…please,  

 
Say NO to TSMV proposal 

 

 
Say YES to an alternative 

Why? 

• you have the power and authority to do so 

• you are accountable to all taxpayers not just 
one taxpayer 

• it was the business decision of TSMV to buy 
this land with out having the proper 
approvals in place – taxpayers do not have to 
“fix” this for them 

• contradicts the climate emergency 

• over population – over tourism 

• significant liability, harm and risk to people 
and property 

• increase in wildlife-human conflict 

• negative impact on critical wildlife corridor 

Say YES to developing the land for recreational 
purposes with reasonable and safe commercial 
development to support the recreational area and 
current growth of Canmore 
 
Why?  

• Reduction in risk and liability for people, 
property and taxpayers of Alberta 

• Creates critically needed recreational space 
to help address over tourism 

• Aligned with climate emergency 

• Wildlife corridor maintained 

• Adds to the commercial tax base 

• Shows you are in tune with the community 
you represent and respect their voice 

 
If developing the land as recreational space does not 
fit the business model for TSMV (remember no one 
told them to buy this land), they have options – they 
can sell it to a golf developer, negotiate the sale of the 
land to the province for permanent parkland etc.  

 

Canmore belongs to the community not to one developer 

We do not have to make their business decisions work 

Your hands are not tied just because you acquired the land with the intent to develop 

With new scientific information you have a duty to act in a way that prevents harm and liability 

Yes you have been elected by this community – but you are not the owner of this community 

 

 

 

 

 


