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Sent:
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Subject:

Paula Macdonald 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 9:46 AM
John Borrowman; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna 
McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Mayor Borrowman & Council Members, 

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Village latest development proposals. I 
remember my first visit to Canmore, 26 years ago, it was a small mountain town. There was hardware tore on 
main street & a small grocers. It was a most blissful quiet weekend. Things have changed over that time. I am 
not sure all the change has been good. A few years back our family decided that this community would best fit 
our family. We all enjoy nature at our own pace. What draws us most to Canmore is the services and lack there 
of for our young adult daughter who has a disability. When a community is smaller, people have more time to 
listen to her questions as she wants to be social as she buys her magazine each week. There are recreation 
programs here for her that keep her active and physically healthy, Rocky Mountain Adaptive. The Bow Valley 
Connections Centre gives her an opportunity to meet, peers and other members of the community. Most 
recently this group worked with artist Libby Amber and members of the Legion to create a mural together, 
despite the pandemic. It is our fear that if council approves the latest Three Sister Mountain Village plan our 
sense of community will erode. At a population of about 14,000 we have a nice size of community, will this 
grow a little over time, yes. If it grows rapidly or most of the new dwelling built are more designed for the 
weekender or part-time resident the community, we have now will lost. What is community? There are many 
definitions, Community to me is a group of people who have common ties socially, common perspectives who 
engage together for the common good of each other. I also see community as inclusive of all, regardless of 
abilities, regardless of income, or any other differences. Canmore is a community; we do need to improve our 
â€œaffordable housingâ€  situation to be more inclusive. In the most recent developments, I have not seen near 
enough thought into housing that will allow for those of lower income or those who may need more supports. 
Members of the community do work together to help those who may need a little extra support. Most recently 
the town did start a temporary shelter program, REST. I think that more thought needs to put into programs like 
these to support the workers of the community rather than more resort living. If we can not provide homes for 
the workers who will be left here to live. A town or community will always grow and change otherwise it can 
die out. If this is not done with careful planning and thought the community will change to something 
unrecognizable. Currently we have a town with some balance and with people who will come together form all 
backgrounds and abilities to play in the mountains and work together to help each other, as we saw during the 
floods of 2013. Living in this unprecedented time where we often talk of the â€œnew normalâ€  why is 
council considering moving forward as if there is no need to consider how we are living, with regards to the 
environment. After listening to February 23, 2021 panel and information night, I feel that given the risk of the 
undermining council should vote NO to developing housing in the latest proposed area. Looking at the narrow 
and ever decreasing wildlife corridor, council should vote NO! Given the fact that multiple previous developers 
have not been able to make development financially viable in this area, as well as continually back down on 
how much commercial space would be developed. I would only support a vote of NO for this development. 
When Three Sister Development most recently went into receivership and the receiver (Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers) put forward a development plan and withdrew it once they were informed about the RISK associated 
with the undermining that was done. I can only support a NO vote. The Community has not heard how the 
Town or developer will support the emergency services if this plan moves forward. The town of Canmore 
already has issues with response time of emergency services, with the surface level rail crossing and the sprawl 
of the community. Until there is a plan of how to better manage emergency services with this plan of large 
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growth. I DO NOT support this latest plan. In closing I do not support the plan I see being brought forth to 
council for approval. I think the town needs to engage the community in what would be welcome and a 
responsible growth plan for the Town of Canmore that will build the community while maintaining community. 
Sincerely, Paula Macdonald 

-- Paula Macdonald  
pj.macdonald.89@gmail.com 


