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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mate Mackenzie 
 March 4, 2021 9:26 PM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
In Opposition of Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06.

Dear Town Council and Mayor Borrowman: 

I strongly oppose the Three Sisters Mountain Village development and Smith Creek Development: Bylaws 2021-05 and 
2021-06.  

Born and raised in Canmore I have seen the impact of growth on wildlife and recreation over the past 25 years. If we 
blow another hole in the buffer between the wildlife corridor and development on the dark side of town, the wildlife 
will not be able to safely travel through the valley. If Canmore’s population grows by 10,000, town infrastructure will be 
insufficient and recreation opportunities will be supersaturated. 

Three Sisters Mountain Village and Smith Creek developments will destroy critical wildlife habitat in Canmore. Each year 
the herds of elk and bears get pushed further onto roads and closer to the edges of the valley. On November 8thth 2020 
on a walk in peaks I came across a confused, juvenile black bear in a resident’s backyard scared out of its mind in a tree. 
In 2019 a bear was euthanized in Peaks near the wildlife corridor. Pushing wildlife further onto the steep hills and rocky 
cliffs is not a sustainable human – wildlife relationship. If you have ever hiked the Highline trail you will notice how 
steep the ground is downslope of this area. If you were elk, would you want to cross through steep, rocky terrain? The 
elk will be pushed further into the edges of mountains, limiting their ability to travel through the Bow Valley. Each year 
the elk live on the abandoned golf course, and to develop this buffer between current developments and the wildlife 
corridor is irresponsible. The noise pollution and the added pressure of a spike in population on top of how busy the 
town gets in the summers will deter and displace native elk population, pushing them further to the periphery and onto 
roads. I fear the wildlife will run away and not pass through the area if this development is approved, further reducing 
the already dwindling “wildlife corridor.” The fences and mitigation plans are inadequate and will be detrimental to the 
wildlife population. 

If the population of Canmore grows by 10,000, the already bustling trails and recreation activities will grow to staggering 
numbers. Quarry Lake on any summer week day is overrun by people. Even during a global pandemic each week 
downtown is flooded with visitors and the trails are packed with hikers, walkers, and bikers. According to the Rocky 
Mountain Outlook, Kananaskis’ “2020 season saw a jump of more than 1.2 million visitors to 5,394,168 
compared to 2019. It also shatters the five-year average of 3,787,166 by more than 1.5 million estimated 
visitors” (https://www.rmotoday.com/canmore/kananaskis-country-sees-record-visitors-for-2020-
3452289#:~:text=The%202020%20season%20saw%20a,than%201.5%20million%20estimated%20visitor
s). Adding more people is not sustainable for the trail systems in Canmore and surrounding area. Is the town prepared 
to police 10,000 more people living on the doorstep of the wildlife corridors near this development? When the trails are 
full where will they go? What about the people who will walk straight into the wildlife corridor from their back yards? In 
the past 3 years, after walking over 1.5 hours uphill to climbing areas you still have to wait in line on most routes. I see 
10,000 more residents pushing recreation opportunities over a proverbial cliff to the point of supersaturation, long line-
ups, and the disappointment of residents and visitors. These developments will also set a precedent on how future land 
is developed in Canmore. If it is approved, how long will it be until the next rezoning near the wildlife corridor? Is this 
sustainable? 
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I hope my children and grandchildren will be able to enjoy the quaint mountain town that I grew up in. I urge you to 
consider if the affects of TSMV and Smith Creek developments on wildlife, infrastructure, and recreation opportunities 
align with the values and responsibilities we have as a town.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Máté Mackenzie 
Concerned Canmore Resident 
 
 


