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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs - Written Submission

Lindsey Marchessault <> Sat 2021-03-06 12:12 PM

To: Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>

Dear Municipal Clerk,

I am strongly opposed to the area structure plan being proposed for the Three Sisters Mountain
Village.

There are 4 major problems with the plan.

First, according to local expert, Gerry Stephenson, the land is 'severely undermined':

Not only have up to three individual seams been mined, each below the other, much of
this at very shallow depths, but three seams have been mined vertically by extracting coal
from depths of 100 to 130 metres up to the surface until gravel was encountered. This has
been done over hundreds of metres, creating a very hazardous situation as the surface
has, at some points, collapsed into water-filled voids below while, over long distances, the
gravel forms an unstable bridge over the void below. [...] If this land is developed for
residential and/or commercial purposes, there will be an undue risk that infrastructure,
roads, sewage pipelines, water supply etc. will experience damage and the taxpayer,
municipal or provincial, as well as condominium owners, will be left to pay the bills.

Second, the land in question is a wildlife corridor. Introducing a high density of human population and
activity, infrastructure and fencing, could have devastating consequences to the animals with whom
we share the bow valley.

Third, it is not economically advisable for the town to expand so dramatically in these uncertain
economic times. Many families are currently out of work and moving away from Canmore due to the
current economic crisis. 5000 new units may drive down property values and not have the buyers
ready to purchase them.  

Finally, in these highly uncertain times, commercial development is both unlikely to occur and unlikely
to be successful.   

The result of all of these risks will be higher taxes for all of us to pay for this mistake over the next 30
years. 

I encourage the town and the project to abandon residential and commercial development plans for
the area and instead focus on preserving the area as a shared space for wildlife and humans.

Sincerely,

Lindsey Marchessault 
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