
To:  Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors 
Re:  TSMV Three Sisters Village and Smith Creek ASP’s 
 
I am opposed to the approval of these two ASP applications and offer the following: 
 

• Allowing an expansion of the Town’s Urban Growth Boundary (MDP 1998) to include the 
currently owned   Thunderstone Quarry lands, would be absolutely wrong. The current 
owners of these lands are not in any way entitled in having the current Conservation of 
Wildlands (CW) designation changed so as to allow for future urban development. 
Current industrial resource extract continues on these lands and at some point, land 
reclamation will be required. There is no obligation on the part of the Town to allow for 
the elimination of the current urban growth boundary, or specifically, to accept the Smith 
Creek ASP proposal for rezoning of 33 ha. from CW to future residential, commercial or 
industrial activities.  

 

• The goal regarding preservation of functional wildlife corridors adjacent to and within the 
Village and the Smith Creek ASP’s is critical. These two ASP’s, as proposed, do nothing to 
achieve this goal and in particular are totally inconsistent with the Town’s current 
Municipal Development Plan (2016) and related planning documents. 

 

• Nothing in either the Village or Smith Creek ASP’s addresses adequately the issue of 
affordability or the creation of a livable Canmore as a thriving community. Both plans lack 
any meaningful commitment to diversity of housing options, let alone functioning wildlife 
co-existence. 

 

• The impact of the build out for these two ASP’s, as proposed, will overwhelm the Town’s 
current built infrastructure and the Town’s essence. More traffic, more congestion, more 
traffic related air quality concerns, more exposure to an overwhelming and 
unmanageable influx of visitors, more crowded local parks and pathways, an excess 
abundance of private and commercially operated second vacation homes and, a 
degradation of local living conditions.    
 

• As proposed, the two ASP’s also create significant potential uncertainty for resident tax 
payers for future municipal financial obligations for the ongoing maintenance and 
operation of municipal reserve lands, deep services, roads, fencing upkeep and 
significantly, potential undermining liability on Town owned lands within the two ASPs. 

 
Simply saying NO to these two ASP’s is not a permanent fix, but it may be necessary.  Putting a 
“PAUSE” on both applications might suffice if the applicants, our Town and our community can 
somehow over time re-imagine future development  in this valley so as to adequately address a 
multitude of concerns, the most significant of which is the sheer scale of what is being proposed. 
 
Eric McAvity,   Canmore 
 



 


