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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Hello Mayor Borrowman and Canmore Town Council, 

I am writing a second time with two specific concerns and suggestions. I have been a voting resident of Canmore since 
1987, a member of the Canmore Environmental Advisory Review Committee, and wildlife biologist for SilverTip 
development during most of the 1990’s with McCallum Paquet Assoicates. 

1. My greatest concern is the request for approval of a 30-year development to be approved by a council elected for a
four year term. Just as many have called this application audacious, it would be audacious to approve such a request. 

This is an opportunity to develop a phased approach with monitoring of each of the concerns highlighted during this 
public hearing. Not just the continued and long term use of wildlife corridors by all species, but also the provision of 
affordable housing and commercial development, and meeting of the evolving needs of the residents over time.  

We now have the wishes of the developer at one end of the sprectrum, and current town documents defining the 
values and goals of the residents of Canmore at the other end. We also have incredible local expertise and a lot of 
concern among residents to do this right. Working together in a meaningful manner, we have an opportunity for a world 
class development. Approving this proposal, and amending town documents to suit one interest, could be a regretful, 
embarrassing, costly and tragic long term mistake. 

In a US news summary of March 15, 2021, journalist Heather Cox Richardson wrote: Tonight, the Senate confirmed 
the appointment of Representative Deb Haaland (D-NM) as Secretary of the Interior Department. An 
impressive woman in her own right, Haaland embodies the determination of the new administration to use 
the government for the good of all Americans, rather than for special interests. It is my hope that this council 
also will embody the determination to use your government for the good of all residents, rather than a special interest 
group. We elected you to look out for our interests. 

2. As wildlife biologist for SilverTip, it made me proud to map the pre-development wildlife use of the SilverTip property
and surrounding areas, and then recommend development pods on the less used lands, which did become the current 
layout of SilverTip. I was also very aware of receiving a pay check from the developer, and felt pressure to agree to a 
little more building here, and then there, that eventually caused me to resign.  

There was always a missing element of advocacy for wildlife needs that was not conducted by the developer. I propose 
that Canmore engage and consult with experts on the feasibility, issues and costs of the fenced wildlife corridor, the re-
aligned highway underpass, and a slowly phased development program that is consistent with long term on-going 
successful and multi-species monitoring of use of the wildlife corridors. It’s a mistake to just take the word of the 
developer’s biologists, especially when we have more skilled experts locally that walk the land every day and have done 
so for decades. 

Let’s make the effort to do this right, Canmore!! 



2

sincerely, Martha McCallum 

Martha McCallum
MARTHA'S HELI-HIKES & MARTHA'S HELI-WEDDINGS

Call to Book: 403-609-0824

Visit us at: www.marthashelihikes.com   
Follow along: www.instagram.com/marthajmccallum


